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Throwback Decades Purim, Megillah 
Reading & Adult Dessert Party

Saturday, March 23

"ERAS Tour" Decades Purim, 
Megillah Reading & Carnival

Sunday, March 24

Saturday, March 23
Wear a costume from your favorite decade!

Deli Dinner, Megillah Reading 
& Adult Purim Party

Throwback
DECADEs
Purim

RSVP  by Tuesday, March 19 at caiaz.org 
or scan the QR code.

Step back in time with Rabbi Sara Metz & Cantorial Soloist Nichole
Chorny for an evening of fun, and blast-from-the-past melodies.

Celebrate Purim at our "ERAS Tour"

Lunch:
$5 per person

RSVP by Tuesday, March 19 at
caiaz.org or scan the QR Code

Bring a can of food for the Community Food Bank!

7:30am
Shacharit & FULL Megillah Reading

(in person & on Zoom)

9:30am
Throwback Purim Shpiel, Parade, and family-friendly (abbreviated)

Megillah reading

11:00am-1:00pm 
Purim Carnival (free)

Pie Rabbi Metz - just $5 per plate! Bring cash!
(Proceeds go to MAMAN in Israel)

12:00pm
Lunch/Seudah - $5 per person

Dress up like your favorite era/decade,
Taylor Swift, or any costume!
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KOLENU • קולנו
“Our Voice”

The Newsletter of Congregation Anshei Israel

Congregation  
Anshei Israel

A Conservative Synagogue and 
Proud Member of USCJ

5550 East 5th Street • Tucson AZ 85711
(520) 745-5550 • fax (520) 745-9058

caiaz.org
MISSION STATEMENT
Congregation Anshei Israel shall serve as a source 
of spiritual, educational, and social enrichment in 
order to encourage and ensure Judaic values in 
accordance with the Principles of Conservative 
Judaism.

CLERGY & STAFF INFORMATION

Rabbi • Sara Metz 
 Ext. 230 • RabbiMetz@caiaz.org

Rabbi Emeritus • Robert J. Eisen 
 Rabbi.Eisen.AZ@gmail.com

Rabbi Emeritus • Arthur Oleisky, z"l 
  
Cantorial Soloist, and Education & Youth 
Director • Nichole Chorny 
 Ext. 227 • CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

Executive Director • Debra Lytle 
 Ext. 242 • ExecDir@caiaz.org

Early Childhood Director • Allison Wetzel 
Ext. 229 • ECDirector@caiaz.org

Controller • Lanette Garnett 
 Ext. 223 • Controller@caiaz.org

Communications • Nancy Auslander 
 Ext. 228 • Communications@caiaz.org

Education Assistant • Kim Miller 
 Ext. 224 • EdAsst@caiaz.org

Executive Assistant • Amber Page 
 Ext. 225 • ExecAssist@caiaz.org

Front Desk • Marty Johnston 
 Ext. 200 • Receptionist@caiaz.org 

Please visit our website caiaz.org and 
check your email for the most  up-to-

date information.

United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism

Shalom!
On both Purim and Passover we tell the story of our people’s 
survival. On Purim we read the story in the Megillah of Esther’s 
strength, intelligence, and beauty in saving the Jewish people of 
Persia. On Passover our entire Seder is focused around telling the 
story of our slavery and exodus from Egypt.

In our Torah, in Exodus 12:26 & 13:14, we have two instances of God 
instructing Moses and the people how to ensure the continuation of Judaism, Jewish 
practice, and Jewish belief. The text states that when your child sees you preparing 
for Passover and asks you “Mah zot? What is this?” You tell them the story of our 
exodus from Egypt.

Telling the story of our exodus from Egypt is not limited to the words in our Torah 
and in the Haggadah that we read at the Passover Seder. We also need to be able to 
answer for ourselves the questions of “Mah zot? What is this?” with our own stories, 
our own experiences of redemption and revelation. What if your story had led you to 
exactly this moment? What are your Passover memories?

Maybe your story includes cleaning and cooking for days with your family 
preparing, or that one Passover seder night in which a neighbor who dressed 
in a dark robe and knocked on your door exclaiming that they were Elijiah. Or 
you remember on-line seders of 2020 and beyond. Maybe you attended your first 
Passover seder ever last year and have since joined the Jewish community. No 
matter your history, we all have a story.

Our service to God and the Jewish community is not always easy. It is in these 
moments that we need to tell the story of how we were slaves in Egypt, and God 
brought us out with signs and miracles. When we can connect to the stories of our 
past, we can see the miracles of our present. 

B'Shalom,
Rabbi Sara Metz
(520) 745-5550, ext. 230 
RabbiMetz@caiaz.org

FROM RABBI METZ

Upcoming Holidays, Programs & Events 
You Won't Want to Miss!

Find Your Wonder Kabbalah Discussion Group
Tuesdays at 6:30pm on Zoom
Last session - April 16, 2024

Hamentaschen for Hunger
Sunday, March 17 at 11:00am

Purim, Saturday, March 23
	 6:15pm	 Deli Dinner (RSVP at caiaz.org)
	 7:15pm	 Ma'ariv, Havdalah & Megillah Reading
	 8:30pm	 Adult Dessert Party

Purim, Sunday, March 24
	 7:30am	 Shacharit & FULL Megillah Reading
	 9:30am	 Throwback Purim Shpiel, Parade & Family-
		  Friendly (abbreviated) Megillah Reading
	11:00am-1:00pm	 Carnival (free)
	 12:00pm	 Lunch/Seudah ($5/person)

Judaica Exchange
Sunday, April 14 at 9:00am

First Passover Seder
Monday, April 22
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Candle Lighting Times  
March/April 2024

March

March 1 6:03pm

March 8 6:09pm

March 15 6:14pm

March 22 6:19pm

March 29 6:23pm

FROM THE PRESIDENT
I had the opportunity to attend the "Lunch and 
Learn" event when the Czech Torah was brought to 
Anshei  Israel as part of its restoration week.  The 
Torah, which was gifted to Congregation Chaverim 
back in 1976, is one of over 1500 saved from the 
Holocaust through the efforts of a trust based in 

London.  I learned a great deal about the Torah writing process 
that I did not otherwise know, but one thing in particular 
stuck with me from that event.  

We continue to write Torahs in the same way as we have for 
thousands of years.  Sure, there are subtle differences in the 
parchment, threading or writing style, but at the end of the 
day it is largely the same.  This is true despite the advent of the 
printing press and mass publication techniques as well as, of 
course more recently, any number of digital techniques for 
printing that could be employed.  By continuing this tradition 
and resisting the temptations of modern invention, we connect 
ourselves with all those who have come before us.

This connection to our ancestors is also a major theme of 
Pesach.  As we will soon sit at the Pesach table, we yet again 
all strive to be the "Wise Son" who self identifies with his 
ancestors and their struggle for freedom, as if he, himself had 
been there.  May we all benefit from the gift of Freedom in this 
Pesach season!  

Chag Sameah,

Jonathan Green
JIGreen722@hotmail.com

Gregg Pollack
Naomi Landau Sweat

Todah Rabah to Carol & Charles Sumner, for delivering  
Welcome Baskets to our newest members!

Please
warmly Welcome Our new 

members:

April

April 5 6:28pm

April 12 6:33pm

April 19 6:38pm

April 22 (1st Seder) 6:40pm

April 23 (2nd Seder) 8:11pm

April 26 6:43pm

April 28
(7th night Passover) 6:45pm

April 29
(8th night Passover) 8:16pm

TUCSON HEBREW ACADEMY
50TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

For tickets and tributes:
thaaz.org/gala

Sunday, March 10th
Tanque Verde Ranch

The Mitzvah of Bikur Holim 
(Visiting the Sick)

Federal healthcare privacy regulations make 
it difficult for us to know when a member of 
CAI has been admitted to a hospital.

Become a partner in the mitzvah of Bikur 
Holim — visiting the sick — by advising our clergy when 
you, a relative, or a friend is hospitalized. We can stay 
informed ONLY if a family member or friend provides 
the information to us.

Please call (520) 745-5550, ext. 230  
to speak with Rabbi Metz.

Matzah & More 
Passover Food 

Drive
Now Through April 9

CAI’s B’Yahad Religious School is coordinating this community 
drive for Jewish Family & Children’s Services (JFCS) to provide 
Passover foods for families in need. Please help with this cause to 
enhance the Passover celebration for these families.
Only monetary donations can be accepted.  JFCS will then 
purchase gift cards to distribute safely.
Mail checks made payable to CAI, 5550 E. 5th Street, Tucson, 
AZ 85711, and note “Matzah & More” on it. You can also make a 
secure donation online at caiaz.org

Todah Rabah and Chag Pesach Sameach to all!
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Preschool
EDUCATION

Before giving you an update on the B’Yahad, USY, 
and family happenings at CAI, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for a beautiful 
tribute last month as we celebrated my first 
10 years here at Congregation Anshei Israel.  I 
was extremely grateful to be surrounded by my 
community, a place that I have called home since 
I was a child, and I appreciate everyone who worked incredibly 
hard to make the Harmonies from the Heart Weekend happen.  
Thank you to the CAI Staff and amazing committee members, 
the CAI Board of Trustees, and everyone who gave their time 
to cook, plan, decorate, sponsor and attend this beautiful 
weekend. Thank you!

As we enter Spring and get closer to the Summer, our B’Yahad 
families were given the opportunity to explore 
Jewish Summer Camp options at our Jewish 
Summer Camp Fair with Kol Ami.  We were 
thrilled to welcome Camp Representatives from 
10 different Jewish camps (including Camp 

Ramah Ojai AND Camp Ramah Galim!).  As a reminder, we 
have scholarships available for families who are interested in 
sending their child to camp this summer. We want to make 
sure that every family that wants to send a child to camp can, 
so please be in touch with us!

We look forward to celebrating Purim together with 
Hamentaschen for Hunger on Sunday, March 17 and a 
special Purim Celebration on Sunday, March 24! Be sure to 
join us for the fun!  We also look forward to our Day of Chesed 
at Kol Ami on April 7, and our B’Yahad Family Chocolate 
Seder to help teach the steps of seder (with some yummy 
fun) on April 14.  Watch your emails for details and volunteer 
opportunities.

Keep an eye out for details about our upcoming Kadima & 
USY events. As a reminder, Kadima will be 
held March 10 and April 14, and USYers will be 
helping with the Purim Carnival on March 24 & 
meet again on April 6. We are looking forward 
to sending many of our Kadimaniks to the Midbar Kinnus this 
month at Camp Stein in Prescott, and our USYers had a blast 
at their Winter Kinnus in January at Camp Ramah!

We hope to see you at our Family Service and Siddur 
Dedication on March 8, as we celebrate our 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
grade students leading the Friday night service and receiving 
their own siddur!  Join us again for our regular family service 
on April 12.  

B'Shalom, 
Nichole Chorny
Cantorial Soloist and Education & Youth Director
(520) 745-5550, ext. 227
CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

B’Yahad and USY
What an eventful start to 2024 we have had!

In February, our fantastic PAC volunteers 
organized our annual Family Breakfast event, 
which was a hit with both parents and kids alike. 
We were delighted to have the staff from Reid Park 

Zoo join us, providing a fun and educational experience for the 
children while everyone enjoyed a delicious breakfast together. 
It was a great opportunity for families to come together and 
bond.

Later in the month, our Kochavim class hosted Tot Shabbat, 
led by Miss Nichole. The children enthusiastically led us in 
some of their favorite Shabbat songs, making it a special 
time for all of us to celebrate together, uniting us in a shared 
appreciation for tradition and togetherness.

Our preschoolers have been engaging in a delightful 
exploration of nature and the environment since Tu B'Shvat. 
Several classes have been observing the growth of beans 
into seedlings, and then planted the new sprouts in our 
school garden. In addition to the plant babies, they have been 
studying the life cycles of their ladybug larvae and painted 
lady butterfly caterpillars. Just as parents carefully watch over 
their babies, the children watch over their plant and insect 
babies and track their growth! 

Looking ahead, we're already gearing up for the next school 
year. Preschool registration is now open, and we're excited to 
welcome new families with children aged 14 months to 4 years. 
If you know anyone looking for a nurturing environment for 
their child, please encourage them to reach out for a tour and 
more information about our wonderful preschool. We're also 
getting ready for our Summer Fun Camp, open to children 
aged 2 to 5 years. Each week will feature a new theme, water 
play activities, and special visitors or programs. Registration 
begins in March and spots are limited, so be sure to sign up 
early!

May the months ahead continue to be filled with joy, learning, 
and cherished moments shared amongst our beloved 
preschool community.

B'Shalom, 
Allison Wetzel
Early Childhood Director
(520) 745-5550, ext. 229 
ECDirector@caiaz.org

Share your Simcha!
Become a Kiddush sponsor!

Sponsorships will be acknowledged in eblasts, during 
services, and in the Kolenu. 

If you are able to support us,  
please email Debra Lytle at 

ExecDir@caiaz.org

Chesed "Caring" Committee
Did you know that every congregant is a member of the Chesed  "Caring" 
Committee, the largest committee at Congregation Anshei Israel?!

Chesed means loving-kindness, grace, helping each other. We exist to 
help our members in times of need.

Please feel free to contact 
Jane Poliakoff, Chesed Committee Chair. 

JMPoliakoff@gmail.com
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ADULT EDUCATION

Online 
Weekday 

Torah Study 
Group

Bring your Tanakh or Bible and 
desire to learn together.

Led by Rabbi Metz, this is an informal study group 
whose lively discussions bring meaning to the texts 
we read. Held most Thursdays on Zoom, 12:00pm-
1:00pm. 

Study materials can be found at  
caiaz.org/resources

Check your email for details  
and Zoom link.

Read It and Meet
Nothing beats talking about 

good books!
Please join Women's League on Zoom for Read It and 
Meet to discuss a wide variety of books by Jewish 
authors and/or about Jewish themes.

Schedule for 2023-2024:*

Last chance to join us until we reconvene 
after the High Holy Days!

Date Title Author

Apr. 7 The Thread Collectors Shaunna J. Edwards & 
Alyson Richman

*Subject to change

Check your email for details and 
23-24 Zoom link!

Lunch & Learn Passover Kollel with Rabbi Metz
The Most Meaningful Sandwich You'll Ever Eat

Saturday, April 13 at 12:30pm 
Get ready for Passover with an Adult Education Lunch & Learn after Shabbat 
Services. Join Rabbi Metz to learn about The Most Meaningful Sandwich You’ll 

Ever Eat and sample a variety of charoset recipes.  Check your email for details.
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COMING UP

Family Shabbat Service & Dinner
Friday, April 12

Service at 5:45pm
Dinner at approximately 7:00pm
Join Rabbi Metz & Cantorial Soloist Nichole Chorny 

in the Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash and on Zoom 
(approximately 1 hour)

Followed by a chicken dinner with vegetarian option.
RSVP and payment for dinner required no later than 

April 9. 
RSVP for dinner at caiaz.org

Daily & Weekly Services
Join us online for daily prayer services!

Morning Minyan Service on Zoom
8:00am Sunday • 7:30am Monday-Thursday

HYBRID Morning Minyan 
Fridays at 7:30am

In-person in the Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash  
& on Zoom

Evening Minyan Service on Zoom 
5:30pm Sunday-Thursday

Please check your email for any scheduling changes.

Shabbat Services
Kabbalat Shabbat Service*

5:45pm Friday 

Zoom Only - Mar. 1, 22 & 29, Apr. 5, 19 & 26
Hybrid Family Shabbat - Mar. 8 & April 12

Hybrid Shabbat Sovev - March 15
*Subject to change - check your email for details

Shabbat Morning Service
In-person & online on Zoom

9:30am Saturdays

Shabbat Sovev
Friday, March 15 at 5:45pm 

in the Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash
Dinner at approximately 7:00pm

Join us for a spiritually moving Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
full of community and new melodies sung to traditional 

liturgy. 

After the service, join us for a chicken dinner with 
vegetarian option.

RSVP and payment for dinner required  
no later than March 13. 

RSVP at caiaz.org

Family Shabbat 
Service, Siddur 
Dedication & 

Dinner
Friday, March 8

Service at 5:45pm
Dinner at approximately 7:00pm

Please join us for Siddur Dedication as our students lead 
our Friday night Family Shabbat Service & receive their 

very own copy of our siddur. It is sure to be a meaningful 
service - come support our students!

Followed by a chicken dinner with vegetarian option.

RSVP and payment for dinner required no later 
than March 5. 

RSVP for dinner at caiaz.org
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SAVE THE DATE!

Community Second Night 
Passover Seder

Tuesday, April 23
at the  

Jewish Community Center
3800 E. River Road

This night will truly be different from all 
other nights! 

More information to come!

COMING UP
Find Your Wonder 

Kabbalah Discussion Group
Tuesdays, through April 16 

 6:30pm on Zoom
Join Adrienne O’Hare for a Kabbalah 
discussion group using the book, Eyes 
Remade for Wonder by Lawrence Kushner.
In this course, participants will do more than learn about 
Jewish mysticism, but will experience and be immersed 
in Jewish mysticism itself. Join this class to find increased 
meaning and wonder in your life.

Sunday, March 17 at 11:00am
In Cantor Falkow Lounge

Plan to join us for our annual Hamentaschen for Hunger 
event on Sunday, March 17 at 11:00am, in the Cantor 
Falkow Lounge. Executive Director Debra Lytle will 
walk participants step-by-step through the recipe, giving 
tips and tricks along the way. After the dough is made 
and chilling, participants will have the opportunity to 
perform the mitzvah of matanot la’evyonim, and visit our 
Donation Station to make bags for those in need at the 
Primavera Foundation Homeless Shelter. When the dough 
is chilled we will roll, stuff and shape our cookies to bring 
them home to bake.

Designed to satisfy both the body and the soul, all 
proceeds will be split evenly between the Community 
Food Bank of Southern Arizona and Leket Israel, the 
National Food Bank of Israel. Please give as you can 
on our secure website. Donations of $100 or more will 
receive a custom-printed Hamentaschen for Hunger 
Apron, while supplies last.

$18 per set-up 
(Each set-up makes about 12 cookies.) 

(complimentary for our B’Yahad students.)

Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, March 12.

RSVP and secure donations can be made at 
caiaz.org

See insert for more information

THROWBACK DecadeS
Purim

Saturday, March 23 at 6:15pm 
Deli Dinner and Megillah Reading

Followed by an Adult Dessert Party
with Purim-themed 

alcoholic & non-alcoholic drinks

Join us again the next morning for the 
Megillah Reading, Carnival & Lunch.

All Ages Welcome!

"ERAS Tour" Purim Carnival!
Sunday, March 24 at 9:30am

Please RSVP by 
Tuesday, March 19 at 

caiaz.org

See insert for more information, and 
watch your email for details!

Do you have Judaica hidden away in your drawers or 
closets that no longer fits your style (or maybe never did), 

but you just can't get yourself to throw it away? Here's 
your solution: CAI will accept donated Judaica, and offer 

the opportunity for others whose taste it might fit to 
purchase items at the "Judaica Exchange" held on  

April 14th. 

See insert for details!

SAVE 
the DATE
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CATCHING UP
Family Hike at Sabino Canyon - Monday, December 25 

Tu B'Shvat Paint Night - January 23, 2024
Todah Rabah to Kala & Eve!
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CATCHING UP
Czech Torah Restoration with Rabbi Kevin Hale - January 23, 2024
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CATCHING UP
Harmonies from the Heart - February 2-3, 2024
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CATCHING UP
Harmonies from the Heart - February 2-3, 2024

Women's League Gift Shop
We have all your Purim and Passover needs covered!

Monday-Friday, 11am until 1pm
OR

Shop securely online using your phone, tablet or computer.  

Visit us online at JudaicaTucson.com
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CATCHING UP
Harmonies from the Heart - February 2-3, 2024
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CATCHING UP
Harmonies from the Heart - February 2-3, 2024
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CATCHING UP
Harmonies from the Heart - February 2-3, 2024
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We’d like to thank these generous sponsors and donors who so generously contributed to 
this tribute to Nichole Chorny. Todah Rabah!

Virtuoso Sponsors
Jane Kivel/LJ Kivel Holdings, LLC
Vicki & Phillip Pepper
Enid & Wynn Freedman z"l

Maestro Sponsors
Joan & Richard Green
The Grusin Family
Marianne Langer
The Spitzer Family

Cantata Sponsors
The Black Family
Madeline & Barry Friedman
Shira, Justin & Romi Hellman
Rosie & Paul Kahn
Marta & Steven Ketchel
Bertie & Jack z"l Levkowitz  
	   Donor Advised Fund
Holly & Steve Shenitzer
The Silverman Family
Teri & Ole Thienhaus

A Capella Sponsors
Sarah & Jeff Artzi
Sharon & Mo Barkan
Jon Ben-Asher
Dani & Phil Bregman
Brenda Frye & Sergey Cherkis
The Douglas Family
L. Elliott Farber
Marcy & Jacob Friedman
Margo & Ron Gray
Fay Green
Rachel & Jonathan Green
Alayne & Bruce Greenberg
Shawn & Aaron Hellman
Mindy & Fred Hirsh
Shoshana & Michael Ray  
	   Jacobson
Eleanor & Donald Jeck
Tracy & David Jeck
Marcelle & Leonard Joffe
Dan & Lisa Jurkowitz

Danielle, Guy, Jax & Miles  
	    Larcom
Debra Lytle & Family
Rabbi Sara, Lev, Doron, Eitan  
    & Dina Metz
Caren & Tom Newman
Adrienne & Larry O'Hare
Betejoy Oleisky
Nancy & Tidhar Ozeri
Joy & Hayden Peskin-Owens
Kala & Scott Phelps
Susan Wortman & Jack Pinnas
Jane Poliakoff
Bill Pozez
Sandy & Jim Rothschild
Donna Saffioti
Sarah & Leonard Schultz
Robyn & Ed Schwager
Janet & Steve Seltzer
Laurie B. Serber
Evelyn Sigafus
Shelley & Steve Singer
The Tolby Family
Tucson Jewish Community 		
	   Center
Jim Whitehill
David Wien
Nadia, Brett, Bruno & Max 
 	  Zanger
Anonymous

Community Support
Congregation Chaverim
Kol Ami

General Contributions
Jon Ben-Asher
Ed Berger
Curtis Endicott
Hedy Feuer
L. Elliott Farber
Jami Gan
Rina Liebeskind
Linda Silverman

Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim
Bri & Josh Tennenbaum
Hyla & Gary Windham

Committee/Volunteers
Sarah Artzi
Joel Black
Sara Borin
Hedy Feuer
Marcy Friedman
Ron Gray
Rachel Green
Jonathan Green
Shawn Hellman
Shelley Heyman
Lois Jacowsky
David Jeck
Dan Jurkowitz
Lisa Jurkowitz
Rosie Kahn
Danielle Larcom
Nancy Ozeri
Joy Peskin
Kala Phelps
Billy Pozez
Robin Pozez
Stephanie Roberts
Robyn Schwager
Evelyn Sigafus
Linda Silverman

Staff

We apologize for any 
inadvertent omissions

Nancy Auslander
Lanette Garnett
Marty Johnston
Debra Lytle
Rabbi Sara Metz
Kim Miller 

Amber Page
Enrique Rivas
Patricia Rivas
Allison Wetzel
Lupe Zambrano
Ramon Zambrano
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Mazal Tov

Interfaith Families 
Welcome

CAI welcomes all interfaith 
families and encourages them 
to participate in as much synagogue life as they choose 
within the framework of Conservative Judaism. For more 
information, visit caiaz.org/resources as part of CAI’s 
“Myths vs. Facts” program. 
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	 Date	 Years

April Anniversaries

	 Date	 Years

March Anniversaries

	 5	 Ofelia & Simon Fried	 43
		  Billie & Boris Kozolchyk	 57
	 7	 Marsha & Charles Blitzer	 43
	 9	 Nancy & Richard Weiss	 39
	14	 Marylou & Norman Feiger	 31
	18	 Hollie & Bradley Rotenberg	 12
	21	 Valorie & Andrew Douglas	 15
		  Irene & Scott Glass	 15
		  Shelly & Les Silberman	 39
	25	 Dani & Phil Bregman	 23
	27	 Stacey & Zach Singer	 13
	30	 Sarah & Leonard Schultz	 55

	 2	 Norma & Ron Karp	 58
	 6	 Eliza Dray & Ian Kelly	 16
	28	 Barbara & Peter Danes	 22
	29	 Ellen Eichler & 
		      Lawrence Grabell	 29

Know Someone New to 
Tucson?

If you know someone new 
to the Tucson community 
who you believe would be 
interested in learning about 

CAI, please call Debra Lytle at 
(520) 745-5550, ext. 242, so 
we can speak to them about all 
of the many religious, spiritual, 
educational, and communal 
opportunities the synagogue has 
to offer!

Marriage

Mazal Tov!
Ethan & Chanelle Hotz

for their marriage on 
December 7, 2023

Ethan is the
Son of Wendy & Raymond Hotz

Grandson of Jessie Joffe

Great-nephew of  
Marcelle & Leonard Joffe

Please join us for Siddur Dedication, Friday, March 8 at 5:45pm as our students 
lead our Friday night Family Shabbat Service & receive their very own copy of our 
siddur. It is sure to be a meaningful service - come support our students!

Top Row: Rabbi Metz, Madricha Yochi Kelter, Madrich Noah Lytle, Morah 
Amanda Steinberg, Cantorial Soloist & Education/Youth Director Nichole Chorny

Middle Row: Wren Melson, Adele McGinnis, Eames Kelly, Gideon Chorny, Sasha 
Emerson, Ellie Singer

Front Row: Cooper Tennenbaum, Adam Elitzer, Brayden Pendleton, Max Zanger

Not pictured: Rebecca Black
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Thank you to the following congregants 
for sponsoring our Kiddushes

•	 Ilona Wolfman and Matthew Rothman, in honor of 
daughter Juliana becoming a Bat Mitzvah

•	 Eve Scarborough, in honor of sons Nicholas and 
Alexander

•	 Past Presidents Council, in appreciation of the Past 
Presidents, and honoring their contributions to CAI

•	 Joy Peskin, in appreciation of son Hayden Everett 
Peskin-Owens

•	 Stephanie Stern & Joshua Melson, in honor of 
daughter Clara becoming a Bat Mitzvah

Please contact Debra Lytle at ExecDir@caiaz.org  
to reserve a date to sponsor Kiddush.

Honorable “Menschens” Condolences

Kolenu Proofreaders
Evelyn Sigafus
Judy Schultz

Teri Thienhaus

Todah Rabah to:

If we missed you, we apologize. If you would like to be  
included in further announcements, please let us know.

המקום ינחם אתכם
The congregation mourns the loss of our members:

Joni Belzer
Barbara Levkowitz
Marilyn Yampolsky

Our condolences to these members who mourn  
the loss of their loved ones:

Irvin Belzer, wife Joni Belzer
Bertie (Tom Herz) Levkowitz, sister-in-law Barbara Levkowitz

Daniel Levkowitz, mother Barbara Levkowitz
Sandra Levkowitz, sister-in-law Barbara Levkowitz

Mark (Terry) Yampolsky, mother Marilyn Yampolsky
Sandy (Jerry) Ross, sister Marilyn Yampolsky

May the Author of Life Comfort the Mourners

Memorial Plaques have been installed for

Shelby Silverman

Anshei Israel Memorial Hall
Installation of a memorial plaque is a beautiful way to 

perpetuate the memory of a loved one. Each year on the 
anniversary of your loved one’s death, the synagogue will 

send you a reminder of the Yahrzeit and light the light 
adjacent to their memorial plaque. Please call Debra Lytle 

at (520) 745-5550, ext. 242, to make arrangements  
or if you wish to reserve a space for the future.

Dealing with Grief and Loss?

Are you having difficulty dealing with 
grief and loss? Perhaps it would be helpful 

to talk with a trained counselor. 
A synagogue volunteer would be happy to 

speak with you confidentially. 
Please call Norma Karp

(520) 299-3382.

Gabbaim
Lois Bodin

Phil Bregman
Ari Espinoza

Ron Gray
Vicki Pepper
Joy Peskin

Steve Singer

Charles Blitzer
Ari Espinoza
Hillary Goldstein
Margo Gray
Richard Green
Adeline Horst

Mike Jacobson
Lisa Jurkowitz
Michael Jurkowitz
Ziva Mason
Phillip Pepper
Joy Peskin

Thank you to our “Yad Squad”
(Torah & Haftarah readers in December & January)

David Polan
Gregg Pollack
Stephanie Roberts
Juliana Rothman
Leonard Schultz
Steve Seltzer
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CONGREGATION ANSHEI ISRAEL DONATIONS

Our Donation Form 
is at the Front Desk 

in the Administrative Office 
AND 

at caiaz.org

Notification cards are  
sent for donations of  

$18 or more.

Donations made to Anshei Israel Funds enable our Synagogue to continue to carry out its work, thereby better serving our members. 
Please consider making a donation in honor of a relative or friend who may be celebrating a simcha or in memory of a loved one. 

This list reflects those donations made after the last issue’s publication date. Todah Rabah to all.

(AF) ART FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother, Goldie Klein
	 Susan Claassen 
Husband, Seymour
	 Marcia Sabesin

(FI) PHYLLIS BROAD & BELLA 
FINGERETT ISRAEL TRIPS/
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In Memory of:
Father, Merrill Broad
	 Amy & Robert Direnfeld
Grandfather, Moshe Lox
	 Rosie Kahn
Leonard Steinberg
	 Amy & Robert Direnfeld
Barbara Berman
	 Amy & Robert Direnfeld
	 Sherri & Rabbi Avi Bloch
Barbara Levkowitz
	 Amy & Robert Direnfeld

In Honor of:
Sandy Tobin’s Birthday
	 Amy & Robert Direnfeld

(BR) RABBI MARCUS BREGER-
ADULT STUDIES FUND 

In Memory of:
Father, Philip
	 Rochelle Abell
Mother, Sara
Father, Ben
	 Joel Meyerson

(CR) CAMP RAMAH FUND 
HONORING: BEA & JAMES COLE, 
SES & MAURICE COHEN, JOSEPH 
KALL AND MARJORIE & ARCHIE 
MENDELSOHN 

In Memory of:
Father, Irving
	 Stuart Brodsky

Father, James
	 Harold Cole
Father, husband, grandfather, 

Marvin
	 Jean, Sharon, Steven 

Glassberg & Families
Father, Joseph
	 Stephen Seltzer

(CD) CANTORIAL SOLOIST 
NICHOLE CHORNY 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother, Hildegard
	 Ron & Margo Gray
Father, Emmet
	 Thomas Newman

In Honor of: 
Adina Lytle becoming Bat 

Mitzvah
	 Debra Lytle

General Contributions:
	 Anonymous

(TR) RESOURCE & TECHNOLOGY 
IMO: MAURICE COHEN, BERNARD 
RACKOFF, THE TRACHTENBERG 
FAMILY & MARTIN WEICH FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother, Dororthy Goldstein
	 Sandra Yalen
Husband, Marty
	 Sharon Weich

(CG) CONGREGATIONAL FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother, Nancy Bee
		 Yvonne Cook & Mike Sirota
Mother, Sylvia Coren
Father, Irving Mittleman
	 Helene & Fred Mittleman
Mother, Janet
	 Gloria Hirsch
Mother, Ruth Levy Meyer
	 Arlene Tuller
Father, Joseph Davidson
Sister, Esther Mona Davidson 

Sakuma
Herb Meshel
	 Lois Bodin
Grandmother, Mary Rickles
	 Philis Gold

Grandfather, Martin Rosenberg
Brother-in-Law, Marty Weich
	 Ron Kolker
Wife, Renaye
	 Stan Lehman
Husband, Sam
	 Bess Hoffman
Brother, Rabbi Arthur Dumes
	 Patricia Zarin
Barbara Levkowitz
	 Rachel & Jonathan Green
	 Evelyn Sigafus
Leonard Steinberg
	 Ben-Asher & Ozeri Families
	 Evelyn Sigafus
	 Enid Zuckerman

General Contributions:
Anonymous
Diane Dubose
Robert Rosenberg

(RN) RABBI ROBERT EISEN 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In Honor of:
Adina Lytle becoming a  

Bat Mitzvah
	 Debra Lytle

In Appreciation of:
Rabbi Robert Eisen
	 Dawn Steinberg

(LP) LYNNE FALKOW-STRAUSS 
PRESCHOOL FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother and Grandmother, 

Pauline Blitzer
	 Mimi Blitzer & Dave Mallott
Father, Irving Arnow
	 Susan Cohen

(EO) GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND 

In Memory of:
Father, William
	 Thomas Reilly

(GT) GILO B’NAI MITZVAH 
TWINNING FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother, Sally Einstein
	 Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim

In Honor of:
Adina Lytle becoming a Bat 

Mitzvah
	 Debra Lytle

(KD) KIDDUSH FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother, Susan Goldstein
	 Rita Dreebin
Aunt, Rebbitzen Etkeh (Esther) 

Kahn
Aunt, Helen Udoff
	 Paul Smelkinson

General Contributions:
Anonymous

(RM) RABBI SARA METZ 
DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of:
Mother, Julia Loewenstein
Mother, Belle Fishman
	 Judy & Cary Fishman
Mother, Mildred Yalen
Father, Allen A. Yalen
Husband, Leonard Steinberg
	 Dawn Steinberg
Father, Emanuel Cohen
	 Mindy Hirsh
Father, Milton
	 Scott Gan
Grandmother, Dorothy Goldman
	 Stacy Klein
Shelby Silverman
	 Mike & Robin Kaiserman
Leonard Steinberg
	 Barbara & Neil Reigrod

In Honor of:
Adina Lytle becoming a 

Bat Mitzvah
	 Debra Lytle

In Appreciation of:
Rabbi Sara Metz
	 Dawn Steinberg

General Contributions:
Anonymous

(MC) MUSIC & CHOIR FUND 

In Memory of:
Father, Harvey
	 Joy Peskin
Husband, Marty
	 Sharon Weich
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CONGREGATION ANSHEI ISRAEL DONATIONS
(OE) RABBI ARTHUR OLEISKY 
EDUCATION & YOUTH FUND 

In Memory of:
Aunt, Sara Hallem
	 Dr. Laurance Silverman
Uncle, William
	 Lisa Ungar
Leonard Steinberg
	 Naomi & Steve Spitzer	

(CGPK) PRESCHOOL FUND 

In Memory of:
Son and Brother, Clayton
	 Teresa, Brandon, Jared & 

Melayna Matheson
Barbara Levkowitz
	 Deanna Evenchik
Leonard Steinberg
	 Eileen & Mike Riley

(PB) PRAYER BOOK & RITUAL 
OBJECTS FUND 
In Memory of:
Father, Irving
	 Frederic Brodsky

(SG) ABNER SEGAL LANDSCAPE 
FUND 

In Memory of:
Mother, Gertrude Edelson 

Goldberg
	 Gerald Goldberg

(SR) NORMAN SHAPIRO 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

In Memory of:
Father, Jacob Smith
	 Susan Ellenberg
Mother, Dottie
	 Dr. Alan Zehngut

(SY) MOLLY & HYMAN SHENITZER 
YOM TOV FUND 

In Memory of:
Barbara Levkowitz
Leonard Steinberg
	 Holly & Steve Shenitzer

(CGRS) B’YAHAD-RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL FUND 

In Memory of:
Father, Emanuel
	 Alvin Greenberg
Leonard Steinberg
	 Marsha Koster & Family

(UY) LINDA ROY USY FUND

In Memory of:
Mother, Jeanysse 
Father, Dorel
	 Iris Bernstein
Mother, Lois
	 Zandra Goldstein
Father, Moe
	 Jerry Wolf

Stay connected with us!
Some tips:

•	 Sharing our Facebook posts allows more people 
to learn about us.

•	 When you comment on or "like" our Facebook 
posts, it puts our page on your friends’ radars, 
expanding our audience.

•	 FREE Wi-Fi (Ask for password at Front 
Desk in Administrative Office.)

•	 Email Updates (Sign up on our website 
Home page: caiaz.org)

•	 Facebook (CAI, Preschool, B'Yahad 
Religious School & USY)

Preschool Family Breakfast - February 7, 2024
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BOARD PRESIDENT 
Jonathan Green

PRESIDENT ELECT 
Donna Saffioti

VICE PRESIDENT 
David Jeck

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Joel Black

IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT 
Evelyn Sigafus

TRUSTEES 
Sarah Artzi 
Andy Douglas 
Richard Green 
Fred Hirsh 
Rosie Kahn 
Danielle Larcom 
Nancy Ozeri 
Joy Peskin 
Kala Phelps 
Steve Singer 
Teri Thienhaus

LIFE TRUSTEES 
David Ben-Asher 
Jane Kivel  
Steve Shenitzer 
Steve Spitzer

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
Alice & Paul Baker 
Vicki & Phillip Pepper 
Enid Zuckerman

PAST PRESIDENTS 
COUNCIL CHAIR 
Vicki Pepper

PAST PRESIDENTS* 
Dan Asia 
David Ben-Asher 
Phil Bregman 
Richard Fink 
Madeline Friedman 
Ron Gray 
Leonard Joffe 
Ronald Kolker 
Dan Jurkowitz 
Sandi Levkowitz 
Phillip Pepper 
Vicki Pepper 
David Polan 
Bobby Present 
Stephanie Roberts 
Steven Shenitzer 
Evelyn Sigafus 
Steve Spitzer

*A complete list of  
all Past Presidents  
can be found on  
our website.

Kolenu is published bi-monthly September–August. The deadline for all 
submissions is the first day of the month prior to the publication month. 
Ad placement & editing of submissions at CAI’s discretion. For more 
information, contact Nancy Auslander at (520) 745-5550, ext. 228, or 
Communications@caiaz.org
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