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KOLENU • קולנו
“Our Voice”

The Newsletter of Congregation Anshei Israel

Congregation  
Anshei Israel

A Conservative Synagogue and 
Proud Member of USCJ

5550 East 5th Street • Tucson AZ 85711
(520) 745-5550 • fax (520) 745-9058

caiaz.org

MISSION STATEMENT
Congregation Anshei Israel shall serve as a source 
of spiritual, educational, and social enrichment in 
order to encourage and ensure Judaic values in 
accordance with the Principles of Conservative 
Judaism.

Shalom!

CLERGY & STAFF INFORMATION
Rabbi • Sara Metz 
 Ext. 230 • RabbiMetz@caiaz.org

Rabbi Emeritus • Robert J. Eisen 
 Rabbi.Eisen.AZ@gmail.com

Rabbi Emeritus • Arthur Oleisky, z"l 
  
Cantorial Soloist and Education & Youth 
Director • Nichole Chorny 
 Ext. 227 • CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

Executive Director • Debra Lytle 
 Ext. 242 • ExecDir@caiaz.org

Early Childhood Director 
 Kimmie Spitzer 
 Ext. 229 • ECDirector@caiaz.org

Finance Director • Susan Kirschner 
 Ext. 223 • FinanceDirector@caiaz.org

Communications • Nancy Auslander 
 Ext. 228 • Communications@caiaz.org

Education Assistant • Kim Miller 
 Ext. 224 • EdAsst@caiaz.org

Executive Assistant • Amber Page 
 Ext. 225 • ExecAssist@caiaz.org

Finance Assistant • Heather Gacey 
 Ext. 244 • FinanceAsst@caiaz.org

Please visit our website  
caiaz.org and check your 

email for the most  
up-to-date information.

United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism

Please
warmly

Welcome
Talia Green, Evan Blackford & son August Blackford

Marilyn Lobell
Rose Offenberg

Teresa & Ole Thienhaus

Our new 
& rejoined 
members:

Excerpted from Rabbi Eisen's speech 
at the 

Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash Dedication 
on December 5, 2021

When asked to describe a Synagogue we usually use such terms 
as:

•	 BEIT KENESSET – Place of/for gathering
•	 BEIT T’FILLAH – Place of/for Prayer

However, it is as BEIT MIDRASH – Place/House of MIDRASH, that it can best fulfill 
its mission.

Though we would usually translate the term BEIT MIDRASH as a Place/House of 
Study, it is, in truth, much much more. The term MIDRASH can be understood to 
mean more than just “study”. It connotes searching or seeking: searching/seeking 
for the questions and answers for how life should be lived (and not only through the 
traditional texts). The goal of the searching is not just to know … it was in order to 
begin to do … to live accordingly … to find life what it was meant to be.

It was as/through the ideal of a BEIT MIDRASH that a Synagogue can become a BEIT 
KENESSET and BEIT TEFILLAH as well … that enables us to search for and seek out 
that which will enable us to find life what we want it to be as individuals, families 
and a community.

Especially because of the centrality of the BEIT MIDRASH to our history as a people, 
never in my life did I think (especially when first arriving in Tucson a little over 21 
years ago) that we would be gathered as we were this past Sunday evening, the last 
night of HANUKKAH, to dedicate the BEIT MIDRASH as we did.

That my name is associated with our BEIT MIDRASH is humbling … and I will forever 
be thankful for all that it reflects. However, if my name is associated with this BEIT 
MIDRASH, it should be seen as a reflection of all of you who have made this journey 
with me over the (especially past 21) years …

As we spoke on Sunday night, may it be our prayer that:

•	 The door of this BEIT MIDRASH be wide enough to receive all who hunger for 
love, and all who are lonely for fellowship.

•	 It welcomes all who have cares to unburden, thanks to express, hopes to nurture.

•	 The door of this BEIT MIDRASH be narrow enough to shut out pettiness and 
pride, envy and enmity.

•	  Its threshold be no stumbling block to young or straying feet.

•	  Its walls be too high to admit complacency, selfishness, and harshness.

•	 This BEIT MIDRASH be, for all who enter, the doorway to a richer and more 
meaningful life.

 May you all go from strength to strength and blessing to blessing … be afforded all 
that which you have extended to me.

With gratitude from the bottom of my heart for all who enabled this dream to 
become a reality …

B’VIRKAT SHALOM
Robert Eisen, Rabbi Emeritus

View the whole dedication on our website, caiaz.org
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Welcome to 2022. It’s hard to believe that it is 
already the start of the secular year. Where did 
2021 go? Can you believe that we are still in 
the throes of COVID-19 protocols? I hope 2022 
finds you and your family in the best of health.

On December the fifth we held the dedication 
of the Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash, a space for 
tefillah (prayer), midrash (study), and knesset 

(gathering) as well as our congregational Chanukkah party. It 
was so wonderful to be with so many of you in-person as well as 
on Zoom. We hope to hold many more gatherings where we can 
safely be together this year.

Our Kehillah, our congregation, is not a building but the people 
who are here in the building as we work, study, pray and play 
together. You are the ones that make us Anshei Israel, the people 
of Israel. We have many family/youth activities planned for the 
coming months as well as adult education opportunities.

Speaking of adult education, please join us at Devorah’s Palm 
Tree, Read It and Meet, Tuesday Tish, and weekly Torah Study. 
I also understand that there is a “trial” in our future. So, let’s 
come together to study and learn from each other.

Remember that twice daily minyan, while still online only, gives 
us a daily chance to pray, as do our Friday Kabbalat Shabbat 
and Shabbat morning services.

It was wonderful to see everyone at the Dedication, and I look 
forward to seeing you all at shul, in-person or online.

Happy Secular New Year 2022.

B’Shalom,
Evelyn Sigafus, ESigafus@aol.com

It is with a great deal of gratitude that I thank you for 
your contributions, as well as your beautiful letters and 
cards. Our family appreciates your support and caring.

As most of you know, Arthur loved the rabbinate and 
was devoted to Anshei Israel. It was the focal point 
of his life. He cultivated numerous relationships with 
many of you.

We will always remember your kindness. May his 
memory be for a blessing.

 זכרונו לברכה
Zichrono l’vracha   

Betejoy Oleisky

Mazal Tov!
Adam Goldstein

Adam was named one of the 40 under 40 winners 
for 2021. The award is presented annually by Snell 
& Wilmer with the Tucson Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce and the Arizona Daily Star.
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Preschool
EDUCATION

We had a wonderful end to our first semester 
of B’Yahad with our Chanukkah Maccabiah & 
Celebration followed by our Mitzvah Fair with 

Kol Ami! A huge thank you to 
all of our parent volunteers 
who fried latkes and helped 
make our Chanukkah 
celebration special for our students and 
families.  For the Mitzvah Fair, each class 
researched and presented about a non-profit 
organization that they were passionate about. 

After each class did their presentations, every student was 
given a chance to donate to the organization(s) of their choice. 
Between Anshei Israel and Kol Ami, we collected $885, and made 
donations to the following organizations this year:  Handmaker, 
JCC, JFCS, Jewish History Museum, THA, USY, Pima Animal Care 
Center & the Primavera Foundation. Yasher 
Koach!

Be sure to join us for Tu B’Shvat at McDonald 
Park on January 16 and stay tuned for our 3rd 
collaboration event with Kol Ami: The Jewish 
Camp Fair on January 30 at Kol Ami. We already enjoyed a 
special Zoom visit with a Camp Ramah representative and look 
forward to hearing more about Camp Ramah and other Jewish 
Camps at this special event. Please keep in mind that we have 
scholarship funds available for any Jewish child who wishes to 
attend Jewish Summer Camp!

Stay tuned for more information about our upcoming Kadima 
events on January 9 and February 20, as well as our USY events 
,coming up on January 17 (Into the Day-Day of Service) and 
February 19. 

We also look forward to starting our Shabbat Family Services 
& Dinners on the 2nd Friday of the month, starting on January 
14. Look for RSVP information and come celebrate Shabbat 
together!

B'Shalom,
Nichole Chorny
Cantorial Soloist and Education & Youth Director
745-5550 ext. 227 CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

B’Yahad and USY
January brings new learning opportunities 
and milestones to be reached by the children 
all while building upon their already existing 
skills and knowledge. It’s a great time for 
teachers to introduce new materials, games, 
activities, and songs to help support the social, 
emotional, cognitive, physical and spiritual 

development in each child. My motto - "learn something new 
every day," and the new semester allows us to do just that. 

The past 2 years have definitely been a learning opportunity 
for me as the Early Childhood Director. I’ve learned that 
the responsibilities of being the director go way beyond just 
standing at the front door greeting the children as they enter 
school. I’ve learned that you have to build relationships with 
teachers, students, families, synagogue staff, and members, 
and no, this cannot be done remotely.  

I’ve learned that our teachers and staff are incredible, and I 
wish I could pay them what they’re truly worth. I’ve learned 
to rely on the expertise of other people to help create policies 
and procedures to provide the safest learning and working 
environment for the students and staff.

I’ve learned that children need help defending the playground 
from monsters; taking a child for a walk because they won't 
nap is appreciated; reassuring a parent that a behavior issue is 
common and we’ll work together for the success of the child; 
and gloving-up and pulling a car out of the potty are all part of 
the job requirement. 

I’ve also learned that even though you try really hard to do the 
best for other families, yours must come first. That is why it’s 
incredibly difficult for me to make the decision to step away 
from this position at the end of this school year.  I will continue 
to stand proudly to greet each child into school, defend the 
playground at all cost, glove-up to unclog a potty, and continue 
to provide the safest and most compassionate environment 
that I can for my students, staff and families through May 20th. 

Registration for the 22-23 school year will run from January 
3rd - January 31st for currently enrolled families and will open 
to the public the first week in February. If you or someone you 
know are looking for a compassionate, dedicated and high- 
quality Judaic preschool, please contact the preschool office for 
a tour, and check out our website at caiaz.org under Lifelong 
Learning/Preschool.

B'Shalom, 
Kimmie Spitzer, Early Childhood Director 
745-5550, ext. 229 ECDirector@caiaz.org

TODAH RABAH!
Thank you to everyone who donated to Project 
Isaiah, the Turkey Drive and Toy Drive this year! 

Here's the impact your donations made:

•	Project Isaiah: 558 pounds of food & $900
•	Turkey & More: Gift cards for 19 families
•	AVIVA Toy Drive: We filled the entire bin!

Thank you for your generous donations.

Early Childhood Director Position:
Do you know someone with a positive attitude, who 

loves working with young children, has administrative 
experience, and would be a good addition to our team? 

Please email resume to 
Debra Lytle, ExecDir@caiaz.org
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ADULT EDUCATION

Online Weekday 
Torah Study Group

Led by Rabbi Metz, this informal study group can lead to 
lively discussion. Held Thursdays on Zoom, 12:00pm until 
1:00pm. 

Bring your Bible and your desire to learn together.

Study materials can be found at caiaz.org/resources

Zoom link can be found in your email.

Devorah's Palm Tree
NEW DATES - NEW BOOK!

Classes are held at noon the second Monday  
of every month

Join Rabbi Metz and Women’s League 
the second Monday of every month.  We 
will be studying a new book, The Path 
of Blessing by Rabbi Marcia Prager.   It 
is not necessary to have the book in 
order to participate in the class. Your 

perspective makes for a lively discussion. 

January 10, 12:00 noon 
The Spiritual Practice of Brakhot

Language and God

February 14, 12:00 noon 
Barukh

Call (520) 745-5550 for more information, to be added to our 
email list, or go to caiaz.org to sign-up online.

Please check your email for details and Zoom link.

Read It and Meet
Please join Women's League on Zoom for 
Read It and Meet, to discuss a wide variety 

of books by Jewish authors and/or about Jewish themes.

January 23, 11:00am 
The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel.  

Tammy Strobel will lead the discussion.

February 27, 11:00am 
This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel.  

Lois Bodin will lead the discussion.

Please check your email for details and Zoom link.

The next Read It and Meet will be held on March 27.

Tuesday Tish 22
"Walking with Mitzvot"

Understanding the Commandments
An 8-Week Adult Education Program on Zoom

Every Tuesday at 7:00pm
January 11 through March 1

Join Rabbi Metz to learn how mitzvot 
(commandments) have changed and evolved 

over time, and how to apply them to  
everyday life.

Registration*
$18 for CAI members / $36 for guests

Register at caiaz.org

*Includes materials
Each participant will receive a source booklet 

which will be emailed out January 4.
Upon advance request, paper copies are also 

available for pickup January 4 - January 11.

We will record every class.  
Participants will receive a link to the recording, 

which will be available for 1 week only  
after every class.

Check your email for details and Zoom link.
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JOIN OUR HYBRID SERVICES!

Service materials are online at caiaz.org/resources or call (520) 745-5550 (M-F 8am-4pm) for pickup or delivery of prayer books.
Zoom links are available in your email. Call (520) 745-5550 for more information or to be added to our email list.

Times may vary. Please check our website caiaz.org for up-to-date details.

Shabbat Services
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Online on Zoom every week 
Hybrid 2nd & 4th Fridays 

(details via email) 
5:45pm Friday 

Shabbat Morning Service
In-person & online on Zoom*

9:00am Saturday

Virtual Minyanim on Zoom
Join us online for daily prayer services!

Morning Minyan Service
8:00am Sunday • 7:30am Monday-Friday

Evening Minyan Service 
5:30pm Sunday-Thursday

Connection information and links to materials are shared with members via email

*All in-person attendees must comply with the current COVID-19 protocols found on our website, caiaz.org

Interfaith Families Welcome
CAI welcomes all interfaith families and encourages 
them to participate in as much synagogue life as they 
choose within the framework of Conservative Judaism. 
For more information, go to caiaz.org/resources as part 
of CAI’s “Myths vs. Facts” program. 

Know Someone New to Tucson?
If you know someone new to the Tucson community 
who you believe would be interested in finding out 
about CAI, please call Debra Lytle at (520) 745-5550, 
ext. 242, so we can speak to them about all of the 
many religious, spiritual, educational and communal 
opportunities the synagogue has to offer!

Let your voice be heard - Become a Meturgeman!
We are inviting congregants to sign up to prepare and share a short summary of the week's Torah portion (2-3 minutes, about 1 
page), and what we might learn from it. The focus can be on a word, a verse and/or the theme of the portion. You will then share 
your thoughts with the congregation immediately after we remove the Torah from the Ark, right before we begin reading the 
weekly portion.
Please let us know when you would like to serve as our meturgeman, adding your voice, your Torah, to ours. For more information,  
contact Bob Fridrich at Bob.Lisa96@gmail.com or (520) 488-5443.
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COMING UP

Tu B'Shvat in the Park
Sunday, January 16, 10:00am

McDonald Park, Ramada 6 
(Catalina Hwy/Harrison)

In case of inclement weather, this event will be held 
at CAI.

Trees are regarded as special gifts from God, and 
are symbols of goodness and nobility. We observe 
Tu B’Shvat by eating fruits grown on trees from the 
Land of Israel.
Please join us for this complimentary family 
program open for all to enjoy participating in:

•	 Mini-Seder
•	 Parsley planting
•	 A nature walk through the 7 species of Israel

NOTE: 
All B'Yahad & Kadima families are asked to attend. 

There will not be class or lounge.

This is an in-person only event —  
social distancing and face masks required for all 

attendees.
RSVP Deadline - January 13

Check your email for details & RSVP link.

Family Shabbat 
Service  

& Dinner
January 14 at 5:45pm

Join us for a family-friendly Shabbat service  
in the Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash at 5:45pm  

 followed by a meat dinner with vegetarian options 
outside in the Sukkah area*  
at approximately 7:00pm.

*weather permitting 

See insert for more details.

The Way We Were
A 3-month series

February 17 at noon
Who Knew? Celebrating Jewish Artists

At the end of the 19th century and into the 20th century, 
artists moved away from representing people, places, and 
things, to the less tangible arena of ideas, emotions, and 
direct, personal experience. Come join us for a direct and 
personal experience of the works of Jewish artists in the 
collection of the University of Arizona Museum of Art. We 
will see Jewish artworks on display, and their generous 
staff has invited us for a private viewing of more riches. 
The tour will be conducted by university staff and Adrienne 
O’Hare. Please note this will be IN PLACE of Torah Study 
on that day. $5 admission fee. Space is limited. 

RSVP DEADLINE: Monday, February 15.
March - The Way We Were 

Join us for a stroll as we step into Tucson's past on location 
at Evergreen Cemetery with Barry Friedman.

April - Bagels & Litvaks
Join us for an afternoon of Bagels & Litvaks with Joel 
Alpert when we will explore Jewish genealogy through 
film.

Check your email for RSVP link and details.

Yee-Haw-vdalah Family Game Night!
February 19, 7:00pm

Get ready for Rodeo Break and wear your Western 
gear for Havdalah. Games, dessert, and wine for 

adults.  FREE!

Check your email for details & RSVP link. 

Save the Dates
for these upcoming events you won't want to miss!

•	 Bird Watching Walk at Agua Caliente Park (Feb. 20)
•	 Hamentashen for Hunger (March 13)
•	 Hadassah Potter & the Sorcerer of Shushan  

Purim Celebration & Megillah Reading (March 16)
•	 Trial of Noah (March 22 & 29)
•	 Musician in Residence, Dr. Ralph Selig (April 8)
•	 Second Night Seder (April 16)

Check your email for details and links!

Join our leaders at

See insert for details &  
registration information

Blood Drive
Congregation Anshei Israel

  

Sunday, January 23, 2022
9:00 am to 2:00 pm

See insert for more details.
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High Holy Days Appeal 5782
We'd like to thank these generous donors who have already made contributions.

Please join us in supporting our High Holy Days Appeal. Make your secure donation online at caiaz.org
Appeal Chairs Nancy Ben-Asher Ozeri, Jonathan Ben-Asher & Judy Ben-Asher

Ben Allis
Sarah & Jeff Artzi
Bettie & Murray Baker
Alice & Paul Baker
Kathy Hays & Gerald Barkan
Sharon & Morris Barkan
Janice Wezelman & David Bartlett
Nessa & Peter Beren
Mindy & Allen Bergman
Rachel & Joel Black
Sara & Charles Block
Roslyn Blumberg
Lois Bodin
Michael Boxer
Barbara & Melvyn Brodie
Barbara Burstein
Terri Cohen
Vickey Cook
Brian Crane
Emily Dawson
Amy & Robert Direnfeld
Judy & Ted Direnfeld
Andrew Douglas
Margie & Robert Douglas
David Dray
Robyn & David Emmerson
Howard Fagan
Deena Falkow
L. Elliott Farber
Neneng Fassler
Edward Feder
Judy & Cary Fishman
Gerald Fleischner
Sorale Fordman
Brenda Ruiz & Daniel Fredman
Lisa Ungar & Robert Fridrich
Madeline & Barry Friedman
Ruthie & Mark Friefeld
Emanuel Furst
Scott Gan
Sharon Glassberg
Barbara & Gerald Goldberg
Bernard Goldstein
Lisa Grabell
Margo & Ron Gray
Fay Green
Jonathan Green
Brina Grusin
Glenn Grusin
Martin Grusin
Annette & Leonard Hamm
Shawn & Aaron Hellman

Lorraine Hellring
Gloria Hirsch
Mindy & Fred Hirsh
Ruth & Marvin Hoffman
Judith & Borah Jacobskind
Shoshana & Michael Jacobson
Tracy & David Jeck
Eleanor & Don Jeck
Marcelle & Leonard Joffe
Marty Johnston
Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
Chaya & Harvey Jurkowitz
Sheeri Kahn
Aletha & David Kalish
Iris Bernstein & David Karp
Norma & Ron Karp
Aurora & Eugene Kellogg
Marta & Steven Ketchel
Susan Kirschner
Jane Kivel
Stacy & Adam Klein
Sharon & Fred Klein
Ronald Kolker
Ed Koven
Billie & Boris Kozolchyk
Sandra Lachter
Peggy & Richard Langert
Susan Chaikin & Stanley Lehman
Bertie Levkowitz
Debra & Mark Lytle
Terry & Jerry Neuman
Caren & Thomas Newman
Adrienne & Lawrence O'Hare
Betejoy & Rabbi Arthur Oleisky z"l
Nancy & Tidhar Ozeri
Vicki & Phillip Pepper
Sarah & Don Persellin
Joy Peskin
Vida & Nat Petill
Kala & Scott Phelps
Jack Pinnas
Terri & David Polan
Jane Poliakoff
Stephen Pozez
Marilyn & Ira Prensky
Deborah Oseran & Bobby Present
Lee Rains
Judy Ranzer
Alan Ravitz
Helen Rib
Stephanie & Spencer Roberts
Joan & Dennis Rosen

Marsha Rosenblum
Sue & Sonny Ross
Ilona Wolfman & Matt Rothman
Sandy & Jim Rothschild
Anna & Myron Rottenstein
Donna Saffioti
Patti Salonic
Jon Sandler
Sheila Stolov & Ron Schifman
Barbara & Michael Schoenhals
Betty Scott
Sarah Segal
Stephen Seltzer
Barbara & Sanford Selznick
Holly & Steve Shenitzer
Michelle Sigafus
Evelyn Sigafus
Michelle Sigafus
Shelly & Leslie Silberman
Linda & Shelby Silverman
Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim
Sandra Simon
Shelley & Steven Singer
Karen Skolnik
Jerel Slaughter
Harriet Silverman & Paul Smelkinson
Naomi & Stephen Spitzer
Dawn & Leonard Steinberg
Alla & Howard Steinberg
Alice & Joel Steinfeld
Nancy Stoler
Paul Storm
Lynne Falkow-Strauss & Jack Strauss
Tammy & Alan Strobel
Marianne & Stuart Taussig
Sandra Tobin
Philip Tygiel
Thomas W. Warne
Irwin Weinberg
Arthur Weinenger
Joann & Steven Weinstein
Nancy & Richard Weiss
Rochelle Abell & Dan Weisz
Benita Silvyn & Charles Whitehill
James Whitehill
Terry Williams
Hyla & Gary Windham
Ricki Weinstein-Wolf & Jerry Wolf
Susan Wortman
Sandra & William Yalen
Ellen Yasmer

* We apologize for any inadvertent omissions *
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CATCHING UP
B'Yahad Religious School Chanukkah Maccabiah - December 5

Our B'Yahad students & Madrichim 
and their families enjoyed competitive 

games, candle lighting and yummy 
foods prepared by B'Yahad parent 

volunteers.
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CATCHING UP
A peek into the world of preschoolers

From getting ready for Thanksgiving to making Chanukkiyot, performing Chanukkah songs for family & 
friends, our preschoolers have been very busy!
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CATCHING UP
Family Schmovie Night - November 13
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CATCHING UP
Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash Dedication  - December 5

Rabbi Robert Eisen addressing  
the community.

Surprise guest Rabbi Kelly Gludt, via 
Zoom, recounting memories she shares 

with Rabbi Eisen.

Past President Phillip Pepper honors Rabbi Eisen with a song.

Eleanor Jeck leads an 
English reading.

Marianne and Allen 
 leading an English reading.

Past President Stephanie 
Roberts talks about  
her friendship with 

Rabbi Eisen.

Past President Steve Shenitzer & Rabbi Metz 
 affixing a new mezuzah (closeup, right) to the 

Beit Midrash doorframe.
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New needlepoint Amud Cover, with panels created by 
MeMe Aguila, Phyllis Becker z"l, Lois Bodin, Mindy 
Hirsh, Sandra Lachter, Tammy Strobel, Dvora Tager

Cantorial Soloist Nichole Chorny leads 
the children in song.

Coby Jeck lights the 7th 
Candle as Rabbi Eisen and 
children look on.

B E I T  M I D R A S H  D E D I C A T I O N  S E L F I E  S T A T I O N

Rabbi Sara Metz and Rabbi Robert Eisen
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Rabbi and Debby Eisen with Executive 
Director Debra Lytle, and Board 
President Evelyn Sigafus.

Past President Steve Shenitzer,  
Sharon Walton , Rabbi Eisen, 

Holly Shenitzer, Richard Walton. 

Board Member Kala Phelps, 
Scott Phelps, Board Member 
Marty Johnston.

“Kids’ Table” with Zarek Phelps, Tzipporah Chorny, Adina Lytle, Zaida Phelps, and Noah Lytle

CATCHING UP
Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash Dedication - December 5
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CATCHING UP
Rabbi Eisen Beit Midrash Dedication - December 5

Volunteers, Lois Jacowsky, Hedy Feuer, Shelley Heyman, 
Event Co-Chair  Rosie Kahn, Sara Borin prepared and 
served the delicious Chanukkah meal.

Mike Jacobson, Linda Silverman & Janet Seltzer 
in front of the the newly remodeled ark

Dan Weisz serves the delicious  
Chanukkah meal to Brian Crane.

Ramon and Lupe Zambrano with Rabbi Eisen 

Dani, Charlotte & Past President Phil Bregman 
pose with the newly-remodeled ark
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B E I T  M I D R A S H  D E D I C A T I O N  S E L F I E  S T A T I O N

Alex & Debby Eisen Past President Dan Jurkowitz with son Michael.

President-Elect Jonathan & Rachel Green Noah & Abigail Tolby

Don & Eleanor Jeck Mindy & Board Member, Fred Hirsh
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B E I T  M I D R A S H  D E D I C A T I O N  S E L F I E  S T A T I O N

Past President Vicki & Sarah Pepper Marcia Simon, Bill Kugelman & Paul Simon

Past President Ron & Margo Gray Jim Whitehill

Phyllis Schwartz & Board Member, Tammy Strobel Seth, Elena & Hyla Windham
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B E I T  M I D R A S H  D E D I C A T I O N  S E L F I E  S T A T I O N

Event Co-Chair Jane Poliakoff

Nancy Auslander

Ron & Gail Isaacs Terri Williams

Sue & Sonny Ross

Paul Kahn

Myrna & James Frisch 

Sanford Selznick
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	 Date	 Years

February Anniversaries

	11	 Janice Wezelman 
		    & David Bartlett	 43
	11	 Enid & Irwin Freedman	 72
	13	 Ruth & Marvin Hoffman	 67
	13	 Rosie & Paul Kahn	 28
	26	 Hyla & Gary Windham	 19
	17	 Janis & Daniel Gasch	 37
	17	 Alla & Howard Steinberg	 14
	20	 Madeline & Barry Friedman	 39
	23	 Marcia & Paul Simon	 8
	24	 Roni & Jeffrey Cruz	 1
	25	 Anita & Danny Levkowitz	 44
	28	 Dawn & Leonard Steinberg	 6

Mazal Tov
	 Date	 Years

January Anniversaries

	11	 Sandra & Gerald Ross	 63
	12	 Patricia Dumes-Zarin 
		    & Ira Zarin 	 35
	13	 Debbie & Irving Rosenberg	 20
	15	 Marianne & Allen Langer	 38
	23	 Jane & Jonathan Klein	 51
	30	 Yael & Shlomo Neuman	 57

Birth Announcements

This column features the children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
of CAI members. The announcement 
and photo (if available) will appear in 
the issue of Kolenu within appropriate 
print dates. Please notify Amber at 
(520) 745-5550, ext. 225 or ExecAssist@
caiaz.org

Harvey Allan Hulsey
October 26, 2021

Harvey is the great-grandson 
of Sandy & Bill Yalen, grandson 
of Renee & Howard Hulsey, and 

nephew of Mallory Hulsey. (Parents: 
Sarah & Devin Hulsey)

Camden Jacob 
Nordbeck

November 5, 2021
Camden is the great-grandson 
of Gail and Ron Isaacs, and 
grandson of Lisa and Mark Szerlip. 
(Parents: Amy & Ryan Nordbeck)

Share your Simcha!
Become a Kiddush sponsor!

Sponsorships will be acknowledged in 
eblasts, during services, and in the Kolenu. 
If you are able to support us, please email 
Debra at ExecDir@caiaz.org

Celebrating Becoming a Bat Mitzvah

Olivia Rose Slaughter
January 29 

Olivia is the daughter of Nicole Yuan & Jerel Slaughter, granddaughter 
of Ying-Ying T. Yuan, Robert Yuan & Yuan Lin, and Diane & Howard 
Slaughter. Olivia's brother is Jake Slaughter. Olivia attends The 
Gregory School and enjoys music, art and hanging out with friends. 
Olivia is raising money for the HOPE Animal Shelter (a no-kill shelter 
& sanctuary for dogs and cats) and Tucson Rescue Now (senior dog 
adoptions).

Welcome Heather Gacey, 
Finance Assistant

Please join us in making Heather Gacey, 
our new Finance Assistant, feel welcome as 
our newest staff member, taking over the 

bookkeeping duties, as well as helping at the front desk, 
answering phones, and assisting members and guests alike 
with her quiet patience and professional demeanor.

From Safford, Arizona, Heather has 14 years of bookkeeping 
experience, and has worked for an eclectic group of 
companies, including a tax attorney and a local manufacturer 
of a wide variety of craft and children's activity supplies here 
in Tucson. Heather's non-finance interests include reading, 
binge watching good TV, and swimming.
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Thank you to the following congregants 
for sponsoring our Kiddushes

•	 Terri Cohen, Peggy & Richard Langert, in honor of their 
children, Matthew Friedman and Jenna Langert's aufruf and 
wedding

•	 Shirley Strauss, Ruth & Donald Walker, and Rich Larcom, in 
honor of their grandson Jax Larcom becoming a Bar Mitzvah

•	 Dan Amzallag, and Myriam & James Amzallag, in honor of son 
and grandson Ethan Amzallag becoming a Bar Mitzvah

•	 Jessie Joffe, in memory of beloved husband Arnold Joffe and 
his Yahrzeit plaque dedication

•	 Eve Scarborough
•	 Yael Dennis & Matt Dubin, in honor of their aufruf and 

upcoming wedding

Honorable "Menschens" Condolences

New Amud Cover for the 
Rabbi Eisen  

Beit Midrash
MeMe Aguila 

Phyllis Becker z"l 
Lois Bodin 

Mindy Hirsh 
Sandra Lachter
Tammy Strobel

Dvora Tager
B'Yahad Chanukkah 

Volunteers
Dana Goldstein
Jonathan Green
Renee Keltner

Danielle Larcom
Kala Phelps
Scott Phelps
Brooke Rabe
Nikki Yuan

Kitchen & Serving Crew 
for the Dedication

Sara Borin
Hedy Feuer

Shelley Heyman
Lois Jacowski
Rosie Kahn

Jane Poliakoff
Dan Weisz

Kolenu Proofreading
Donna Saffioti
Judy Schultz

Evelyn Sigafus
Shabbat Gabba'im

Phil Bregman
Madeline Friedman

Vicki Pepper
Stephanie Roberts

Donna Saffioti
Steve Singer

Todah Rabah to:

If we missed you, we apologize. If you would like to be included in 
further announcements, please let us know.

המקום ינחם אתכם
The congregation mourns the loss of our members:

Jerry Feder
Judith Schneider

Our condolences to these members who mourn 
the loss of their loved ones:

Ellen Eichler (Larry Grabell), father Bernie Eichler
Edward Feder, cousin Jerry Feder
Elayne Feder, husband Jerry Feder

Jack (Lynne) Strauss, mother Ruth Strauss
Alan (Beth) Strauss, grandmother Ruth Strauss

May the Author of Life Comfort the Mourners

Anshei Israel Memorial Hall
Installation of a memorial plaque is a beautiful way to 
perpetuate the memory of a loved one. Each year on the 
anniversary of your loved one’s death, the synagogue will 
send you a reminder of the Yahrzeit and light the light 
adjacent to their memorial plaque. Call Debra at (520) 
745-5550, ext. 242, to make arrangements or if you wish to 
reserve a space for the future.

Dealing with Grief and Loss?
Are you having difficulty dealing with grief and 
loss? Perhaps it would be helpful to talk with a 
trained counselor. A synagogue volunteer would 

be happy to speak with you confidentially. 
Please call Norma Karp at 299-3382.

Did you know? 
When you shop with 

AmazonSmile Foundation, 
they will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to  

Congregation Anshei Israel. 

It’s the same Amazon you already know. Same products, 
same prices, same service! 

Visit smile.amazon.com  
and select  

Congregation Anshei Israel!

Thank you to our 
“Yad Squad”

(Those who read Torah and Haftarah in October & November)

Malka Abraham
Ethan Amzallag
Joshua Anbar
David Ben-Asher
Charles Blitzer
Rabbi Robert Eisen
Matthew Friedman
Richard Green
Mike Jacobson

Coby Jeck
David Jurkowitz
Lisa Jurkowitz
Yochi Keltner
Jenna Langert
Jax Larcom
Debra Lytle
Mark Lytle

Noah Lytle
Ziva Mason
Phillip Pepper
Joy Peskin
Jessica Priester
Helen Rib 
Leonard Schultz
Steve Seltzer
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Our Donation Form 
is at the Front Desk 

in the administrative office 
AND 

at caiaz.org

Notification cards are  
sent for donations of  

$18 or more.

Donations made to Anshei Israel Funds enable our Synagogue to continue to carry out its work, thereby better serving our members. 
Please consider making a donation in honor of a relative or friend who may be celebrating a simcha or in memory of a loved one. 

This list reflects those donations made after the last issue’s publication date. Todah Rabah to all.

Tributes

BELLA FINGERETT ISRAEL TRIPS/
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Vera Adler
 Dorit Adler 

RABBI MARCUS BREGER- 
ADULT STUDIES FUND
In Memory Of:
Father, Harold Goldstein
 Rita Dreebin

Mother, Sara Meyerson
Father, Ben Meyerson
 Joel Meyerson

Mother, Mildred Rickles
 Phylis Gold

CAMP RAMAH FUND HONORING: 
BEA & JAMES COLE, SES & 
MAURICE COHEN, JOSEPH 
KALL AND MARJORIE & ARCHIE 
MENDELSOHN
In Memory Of:
Mother, Teddi Barlin
 Amy Prywes Salonic

Mother, Sylvia Herman
Mother, Chana Kozolchyk
 	Billie & Boris Kozolchyk

Mother, Ida Rosenberg
 	Dorothy Fielkow
Rabbi Arthur Oleisky

	 Hal & Lee Cole
	 Jerry Lapin
	 Amy Prywes Salonic

In Honor Of:
Noah Lytle’s Bar Mitzvah
 	Bob Cohen

CANTORIAL SOLOIST 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Molly Eichler
Grandfather, Emanuel Eichler
 Ellen Eichler-Grabell
 Lotty Joachimsthal 	

Myrna & James Frisch

Marsha Silverman
	 Sandy & Jim Rothschild

In Honor Of:
Coby Jeck becoming a  

Bar Mitzvah
 	Sandy & Jim Rothschild

CONGREGATIONAL FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Ida Benisch
 	Robyn Benisch Emmerson

Mother, Miriam Davidson
	 Lois Bodin

Mother, Viola Horst
 	Adeline Horst

Mother, Henrietta Whitehill
 	Charles Whitehill
Mother-in-Law, Bessie Lipsitz

Brother, Norman Smelkinson

 	Paul Smelkinson

Mother-in-Law, Fannie Simon
 	Sandra Simon

Father, Louis Katz
 	Nedra Katz

Father, Carl Kolker
 	Ron Kolker

Father, S. Donald Levy
 	Rick Levy

Father, Fred Lewin
 Susan Levy

Father, Israel Pakier
	 Lois Holtzman

Grandfather, Raymond Chaiten
	 Deborah Baker

Daughter, Judith Rib Holzer
 	Helen Rib

Uncle, Arnold “Scotty” Meshel
 	Lois Bodin

Brother, Maily Perkus
	 Jessie Joffe

Husband, Gary Williams
 	Terry Williams
Bernie Eichler		

Evelyn Sigafus
	 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz

Adam Kaydar 
	 Marsha Rosenblum
 	Marianne Langer

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
 		 Gerri Baum
	 Fran Stoler

Maily Perkus

	 Marcelle & Leonard Joffe
Marsha Silverman

	 Gloria Hirsch 
	 Tammy & Alan Strobel

Ellen Spear Smith 
	 Janice Wezelman & 

   David Bartlett
	 Gloria Hirsch 
 	Mindy & Fred Hirsh
 	Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
 	Susan Kirschner 
	 Jane Kivel
 	Debra & Mark Lytle
	 Tammy & Alan Strobel

Ruth Strauss
	 Evelyn Sigafus

Friend, Gary Willard
 	Lois Bodin

In Honor Of:
Jamal Barkan’s adoption & 

naming
 	Marsha Rosenblum

Gabrielle Einstein-Sim’s marriage
	 Sarah & Jeff Artzi 
 	Evelyn Sigafus

Adeline Horst’s Birthday
 	Marsha Rosenblum

Noah Lytle’s Bar Mitzvah
 	Nancy Drapin
 	 Jane Kivel
 	Vicki & Phillip Pepper
 	Marsha Rosenblum

Shelby Silverman’s birthday
 	Gloria Hirsch &  

  Dale Halstead
General Contribution:  
	 Diane DuBose
	 Nancy & Stuart Mellan
	 Tammy & Alan Strobel

RABBI ROBERT EISEN’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory Of:
Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
	 Helene Goodman

In Appreciation Of: 
Rabbi Eisen
 	Melvin Cohen 

General Contribution:  
	 Nancy Nitikman

LYNNE FALKOW-STRAUSS 
PRESCHOOL FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Marge Baker
	 Vicki & Phillip Pepper

Mother, Rachel Perkus
 	 Jessie Joffe

Mother, Lillian Stern
 	Ronnie Sebold

Marsha Silverman
 	Nessa & Peter Beren

Father, Leroy Feig
 	Daniel Feig

Father, Jack Goldsmith
	 Barbara Schoenhals 

Father, Murray Penstein
	 Judy Dorf

Bernie Eichler
	 Nessa & Peter Beren
	 Lynne Falkow-Strauss

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
 	Nessa & Peter Beren

Ellen Spear Smith
	 Karen Skolnik

In Honor Of:
Coby Jeck becoming a  

Bar Mitzvah
	 Nessa & Peter Beren

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother-In-Law, Esther Grabell
 	Lisa Grabell

In Appreciation Of: 
Congregation Anshei Israel & 

Rabbi Metz for Online Learning 
Opportunities

 	 Irene & Ellis Friedman 

GILO B’NAI MITZVAH TWINNING 
FUND
In Memory Of:
Father, Meyer Smelkinson
	 Paul Smelkinson

Grandmother, Feige Lox
	 Rosie Kahn

Wife, Renaye Lehman
	 Stan Lehman

In Honor Of:
Rabbi Eisen
 	Susan Chaikin & 

  Stan Lehman

KIDDUSH FUND
In Memory Of:
Brother, Howard Goldwyn
	 Joyce Becker
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In Appreciation Of: 
Debra Lytle
	 Jerry Barkan

RABBI SARA METZ 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Rose Kaplan
 	Lester Weinman

Mother, Gertrude Kolker
 	Ron Kolker

Father, Itzik Joffe
 	Marcelle & Leonard Joffe

Father, David Kirshner
 	Sandra & Gerald Ross

Father, Phillip Koff
	 Sharon & Fred Klein

Husband, Mort Segal 	
Sarah Segal

Brother, Seymour Kornbleet
 	Ruthann Pozez

Aunt, Gertie Meshel
 	Lois Bodin

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
	 David Ben-Asher & family
	 Deborah Kaye
 	Rhita Lippitz

Ripley (Phelps family dog)
 	Zarek & Zaida Phelps

Ellen Spear Smith 
	 Judy Fishman 
 	Shirley Goldberg 
	 Bertie Levkowitz & Tom Herz

Baruch Wolk
 	Louise Greenfield

In Honor Of:
Coby Jeck becoming a  

Bar Mitzvah
 		 Bertie Levkowitz & Tom Herz
	 Marcelle & Leonard Joffe

Gabrielle Einstein-Sim’s marriage
	 Jane Kivel

General Contribution:  
	 Shirley Goldberg

MUSIC & CHOIR FUND
In Memory Of:
Father, John Monti
	 Lorraine Hellring

NORMAN SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL
In Memory Of:
Mother, Louise Shapiro
 	  Beatriz & Philip Shapiro

Grandfather, Phillip Rembaum
 	Philis Gold

Brother, Arthur Dumes
	 Patricia Zarin

RABBI ARTHUR OLEISKY’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Helyn Brodsky
 	Frederic Brodsky

Mother, Mollie Fagan
	 Elaine & Howard Fagan

Mother, Selma Silverman
	 Emlee & Laurance Silverman

Father, Murray Rosenbaum
 	Madeline & Barry Friedman

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
	 Sandy & Jim Rothschild

In Honor Of:
Sharon’s Book
 	 Jane Kivel

RABBI ARTHUR OLEISKY 
EDUCATION & YOUTH FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Mollie Fagan
Father, Rabbi Paul Goodman
Father, Joseph Fagan
	 Elaine & Howard Fagan

Mother, Phyllis Friedland
	 Carla & Alan Friedland

Mother, Lee Lapin
	 Gerry Lapin

Mother, Mildred Yalen
 	Dawn & Leonard Steinberg

Father, Morris Stein
 	Herman Stein

Father, Allen Yalen
	 Dawn & Leonard Steinberg

Husband, Mendy Poliakoff
	 Jane Poliakoff

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
	 William B. Addison Jr.
	 Sarah & Jeff Artzi
	 Jane & Bruce Ash
	 Donna Balinkie
	 Dawn Balkin & Family
	 Becker Family
	 Phyllis Bee
	 Mindy & Allen Bergman
	 Miriam Blitzer
	 Lois Bodin
	 Sara & Tom Borin
	 Betsy & Michael Boxer
	 Leatrice Cohen
	 Judith & Ted Direnfeld
	 Lois & Dale Dobrin
	 Ruth Eve
	 Elaine & Howard Fagan
	 Becki & Richard Fink

	 Judy & Cary Fishman
	 Enid & Irwin Freedman
	 Lisa Ungar & Bob Fridrich
	 Myrna & James Frisch
	 Emily Goldstein
	 Dee & Sy Goodman
	 Margo & Ron Gray
	 Bonni, Cary & Alan Haber
	 Fritzi & Robert Hallock
	 Hirsch Handmaker 
	 Bertie Levkowitz & Tom Herz
	 Eleanor & Don Jeck
	 Marcelle & Leonard Joffe
	 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
	 David Kalish
	 Marta & Steven Ketchel
	 Rabbi Sheldon Kirsch
	 Susan Kirschner
	 Kol Ami
	 Billie & Boris Kozolchyk
	 Marianne & Allen Langer
	 Peggy & Richard Langert
	 Stan Lehman
	 Debra & Mark Lytle
	 Doris Fischer Malesardi
	 Linda Miller
	 Terry & Jerry Neuman
	 Caren & Thomas Newman
	 Robert Oleisky
	 Susan & Bob Ostrow
	 Nancy & Tidhar Ozeri
	 Vicki & Phillip Pepper
		 Susan Wortman &  

   Jack Pinnas
	 Diane & James Reilly
	 Hana & Grant Ripp
	 Nancy & John Robertson
	 Neil Rubin
	 Judy & Chuck Schultz
	 Sarah Segal 
	 Evelyn Sigafus
	 Marcia & Paul Simon
	 Shelley & Steve Singer
	 Karen Skolnik
	 Marilyn Sodomsky
	 Dawn & Leonard Steinberg
	 Tammy & Alan Strobel
	 Tucson Board of Rabbis
	 Arlene Tuller
	 Linda & Gerry Tumarkin

	 Sara Wolin
	 Sandy & Bill Yalen
	 Enid & Mel Zuckerman

PRESCHOOL FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Viola Horst
 	Adeline Horst

Mother, Arlene Klein
Father, Ronald Gechman
 S	tacy & Adam Klein

Father-in-Law, Aaron Weinberg
 	Burton Becker

Son, Jerry Stettner
 	Pearl Stettner

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
 	Yael & Shlomo Neuman
 	Nancy Stoler

Ellen Spear Smith 
 	Enid & Mel Zuckerman

In Honor Of:
Hedy Feuer, Jewish History 

Museum & Holocaust History’s 
Center Woman of the Year

 		 Sara & Tom Borin

Mila Rose
 	Terri & David Polan

PRAYER BOOK & RITUAL OBJECTS 
FUND
In Memory Of:
Father, Israel Baker
	 Murray Baker
Father, Morris Becker
	 Burton Becker
Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
 	 Jane Kivel

ABNER SEGAL LANDSCAPE FUND
In Memory Of:
Bernie Eichler
Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
	 Barbara & Gerald Goldberg

RESOURCE & TECHNOLOGY 
in memory of Maurice Cohen, 
Bernard Rackoff, the Trachtenberg 
Family & Martin Weich
In Memory Of:
Mother, Dorothy Goldstein
Father, Allen Yalen
Grandfather, Wolf Goldstein
Aunt, Jean Goldstein
	 Bernard Goldstein 
	 Sandy & Bill Yalen

In Honor Of:
Birth of Great-Grandson, Harvey 

Allan Hulsey
	 Sandy & Bill Yalen
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MOLLY & HYMAN SHENITZER YOM 
TOV FUND
In Memory Of:
Father, Eugene Rickles
 	Philis Gold

USY TEEN FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Viola Horst
 	Adeline Horst

Sister, Barbara Buchalter
	 Sorale Fortman

Brother-in-Law, Shaol Pozez
	 Ruthann Pozez

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
	 Sorale Fortman 

	 Marsha Silverman
	 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz

In Honor Of:
Coby Jeck becoming a  

Bar Mitzvah
 	Sarah & Leonard Schultz

In Appreciation Of: 
Debra Lytle
 	Lisa Ungar & Bob Fridrich

General Contribution:  
	 Deborah Baker

B’YAHAD-RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Viola Horst
	 Adeline Horst

Father, Joseph Fishman
 	Ruth Goldin

Grandmother, Rochel Udoff
	 Paul Smelkinson

Grandfather, Kiwa Dajches
 	Rachel & Joel Black

Husband, Irving Winick
 	Marcia Winick

Sally Julian
 	Terri Cohen

Bernie Eichler
	 Chaya & Harvey Jurkowitz

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
	 Helene Goodman
 	Harriet Silverman &  

	Paul   Smelkinson 
	 Chaya & Harvey Jurkowitz

Marsha Silverman
 	Chaya & Harvey Jurkowitz

In Honor Of:
Noah Lytle’s Bar Mitzvah
 	Chaya & Harvey Jurkowitz

General Contribution:
 Diane DuBose  

TORAH READERS FUND
In Memory Of:
Mother, Rebecca Pearlman
	 William Pearlman

LINDA ROY USY FUND
In Memory Of:
Father, Isidore Maybaum
	 Norma & Ron Karp

Rabbi Arthur Oleisky
 	Ricki & Jerry Wolf

Frieda Saltz
 	Ricki & Jerry Wolf

In Honor Of:
Gabrielle Einstein-Sim’s Marriage	

Judy & Chuck Schultz
Isabelle Gluck
	 Zina Starobinska

General Contribution:  
	 Robert Direnfeld 
	 Norma & Ron Karp

ZUCKERMAN PRESCHOOL 
PLAYGROUND FUND
In Memory Of:
Sister, Bernice Fingerman
 	Enid & Mel Zuckerman 

Brother-in-Law, Eric Ashley
 	Alan Zehngut

Women's League Gift Shop
We carry a huge variety of Judaica and other gifts for 

friends and family, as well as books, candles, Mah 
Jongg cards, decor, jewelry, tallitot and kippot, ritual 

objects and much more!

By Appointment only, Monday-Friday 
10am until 4pm.

Contact Marianne Langer at 349-3347 or marilang@
comcast.net to set up a private shopping appointment.

OR

Shop  securely online using your phone, 
tablet or computer. Visit us online at  

JudaicaTucson.com
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