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“Our Voice”

The Newsletter of Congregation Anshei Israel

Congregation  
Anshei Israel

A Conservative Synagogue and 
Proud Member of USCJ

5550 East Fifth Street • Tucson AZ 85711
(520) 745-5550 • fax (520) 745-9058

caiaz.org

MISSION STATEMENT
Congregation Anshei Israel shall serve as a source 
of spiritual, educational, and social enrichment in 
order to encourage and ensure Judaic values in 
accordance with the Principles of Conservative 
Judaism.

Please visit our website caiaz.org and check your email for 
the most up-to-date information.

Shalom!

CONTACT INFORMATION
Rabbi • Sara Metz 
 Ext. 230 • RabbiMetz@caiaz.org

Rabbi Emeritus • Robert J. Eisen 
 Rabbi.Eisen.AZ@gmail.com

Rabbi Emeritus • Arthur Oleisky  
 Rabbi.Oleisky@caiaz.org

Cantorial Soloist and Education & Youth 
Director • Nichole Chorny 
 Ext. 227 • CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

Executive Director • Debra Lytle 
 Ext. 242 • ExecDir@caiaz.org

Early Childhood Director 
 Kimmie Spitzer 
 Ext. 229 • ECDirector@caiaz.org

Finance Director • Susan Kirschner 
 Ext. 223 • FinanceDirector@caiaz.org

Communications • Nancy Auslander 
 Ext. 228 • Communications@caiaz.org

Education Assistant • Kim Miller 
 Ext. 224 • EdAsst@caiaz.org

Executive Assistant • Amber Page 
 Ext. 225 • ExecAssist@caiaz.org

Finance Assistant • Lynn Walsh 
 Ext. 244 • FinanceAsst@caiaz.org

Our Torah discusses many topics relating to physical and 
spiritual health. One of those topics is discussed at great length 
is Tzara’at, a skin disease that can also infect clothing and the 
walls of our homes.

In biblical times, Tzara’at was a physical disease of our bodies, 
clothing and homes. In our times, it is more than skin deep. It is 
an affliction of our souls. In our day, negativity is our Tzara’at. 
I ask you, when was the last time you were able to focus on 
the positive aspect of something? When were you able to share your gratitude 
with another without a “but” as part of it?

I often hear, “this was so wonderful but…”

I truly could go on and on with the praises of all those who are giving and 
giving. I ask you to please do the same.

When a negative mindset becomes deeply imbedded into a person, it brings 
that negative attitude and it is contagious! The culture of kvetching we see in so 
many places does not build up, but it tears down. This negativity, like Tzara’at, 
surrounds us and can be all-encompassing, invading the fibers of our clothing, 
our homes and our being.

Just as someone in biblical times had to ritually purify themselves after healing 
from Tzara’at, today, we must purify our hearts and souls from the pervasive 
attitudes of negativity.

But how??? 

I ask you to be aware of your own thoughts and speech.   We all need times 
to vent and times to respectfully let another know a possible change. Before 
speaking, ask yourself, “What is the purpose of what I am about to say?” “Is 
there any good that can come from this?”

If we can truly see that a negative comment does not need to be shared aloud, 
visualize those words in a balloon floating up and away from the weight it is 
putting on your shoulders.  Acknowledge those feelings and let them go.  

I know this is difficult; start small by thinking of three positive aspects of 
something that happened today.  May God bless us to open our hearts to see 
our negativity and to help us to let it go.

United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism

Please
warmly Welcome

Sidney Lissner 
Gerald Fleischner

Our 
new members:

May 7 6:51pm
May 14 6:56pm
May 16 (Shavuot I) 6:57pm
May 17 (Shavuot II) 7:58pm
May 21 7:01pm
May 28 7:05pm

June 4 7:09pm
June 11 7:12pm
June 18 7:15pm
June 25 7:16pm

Candle Lighting Times
May/June 2021
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And so I have reached the end of my term as 
President. When I accepted the nomination 
well over two years ago, I had no idea what 
lay in store. Over the last two years, we have 
seen the retirement of Rabbi Eisen, the search 
for a new rabbi and the hiring of Rabbi Metz, 
the renovation of the chapel, and, of course, a 
complete curveball with COVID-19. Time and 
time again, we have had to reinvent ourselves, 

reinvent how we engage in programming, education and 
services.  

I would very much like to thank everyone who contributed.  We 
could not have reached this point without the efforts of all of 
our staff and the many, many volunteer hours from our Board 
of Trustee members, committee chairs and members, and 
congregants. I would like to especially call out our executive 
staff who helped us through COVID: Rabbi Eisen, Rabbi Metz, 
Cantorial Soloist Nichole Chorny, Executive Director Debra 
Lytle, Finance Director Susan Kirschner, and Early Childhood 
Director Kimmie Spitzer.  

A lot of non-profits closed their doors or permanently laid off 
employees. I am very proud to say that Congregation Anshei 
Israel lives — lives and endures.  

That being said, we still have a lot of work to do.  Hopefully, we 
can all come together as a congregation and continue moving 
forward. We have a wonderful slate of officers and Board 
members to be elected at the Annual Meeting on Monday, May 
10 at 7:00pm. Please help them achieve our goals with your 
participation and financial contributions.  

Congregation Anshei Israel has always been my second home, 
and it was truly an honor and a privilege to serve.   

B’Shalom, 
Dan Jurkowitz, President@caiaz.org

FROM THE PRESIDENT Women’s League
Women's League is thrilled to announce that 
we now have an online website dedicated to 
our Judaic gift shop. Now you can shop using 
your phone, tablet or computer from the 
comfort of, well, wherever you might be! You'll 

find Judaica, books, candles, Mah Jongg cards, and other gifts 
for friends and family. Visit the website at JudaicaTucson.com. 
Or you can set up a private shopping appointment by contacting 
Marianne Langer at 349-3347 or marilang@comcast.net. 

Women's League is now taking orders for 2021 
Mah Jongg cards. Cards are $9 each or $10 
each for cards with large print. Please send 
your check made out to Judy Fishman and 
mail to Judy at 485 S. Edgeside Avenue, Tucson AZ 85748.

We look forward to seeing you at Devorah's Palm Tree, a 
monthly study group that Women's League is sponsoring. See 
page 5 for details.

Don't forget to join us for 5781's last Read It and 
Meet session on May 23 at 11:00am on Zoom. 
May's book is Color Me In by Natasha Diaz. 
Marsha Rosenblum will facilitate the discussion.

Watch your email for details and links.

Read It and Meet will resume  
after the High Holy Days.

Interfaith Families Welcome
CAI welcomes all interfaith families and encourages 
them to participate in as much synagogue life as they 
choose within the framework of Conservative Judaism. 
For more information, go to caiaz.org/resources as part 
of CAI’s “Myths vs. Facts” program. 

The Governance Committee is responsible for conducting 
an annual review of the bylaws and suggesting changes 
as appropriate, updating bylaws and resolving questions 
about them as required, reviewing all petitions to amend 
bylaws, reviewing general Board, Synagogue Life Council 
and committee operating rules, and maintaining and 
updating Board policies as appropriate. They also assess 
the leadership needs of committees and Board and create a 
slate of Officers and Board members.

You'll find this year’s slate of Officers and Board member 
recommendations in the Anshei Israel 90th Annual Meeting 
announcement. 

This meeting will include:
• Board of Trustee reports
• Election & installation of the Board of Trustees
• Celebration of the year in review
• Strategic Development & COVID-19 updates

CAI's Governance Committee: Vicki Pepper, Chair
Paul Kahn Rachel Green

David Jeck Richard Green

Hyla Windham Stephanie Roberts

Steve Shenitzer (alternate)

Advance registration required - go to caiaz.org for details.

CAI’s 90th 

Annual Meeting 
Monday, May 10
7:00pm on Zoom

For every “Box Tops for Education” coupon from 
specially-marked General Mills products, 

CAI’s Preschool/Kindergarten receives 10 cents!

And now, no more clipping - just scan your receipt.
Go to boxtops4education.com

for more information.
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Preschool

EDUCATION

What a year it has been! We want to thank 
all of our families for your flexibility and 
understanding as we navigated our most 
challenging year together. Despite the 

difficulties of online 
learning, our B’Yahad 
students continued to 
progress in their Hebrew, Tefilla, and Judaic 
learning and built an online community of 
love and support throughout the year, while 
our USYers continued to share exciting 

online social experiences together. I am incredibly proud of all 
of our students, madrichim, and teachers, and look forward to 
being together again in-person in the fall! We sent out a parent 
survey in April to assess the needs of our families moving 
forward. Stay tuned for details on next year, and registration for 
2021-22 will be coming out soon.

Our Chocolate Seder just before Passover was 
a blast, with K-8 students participating from 
B’Yahad and THA in yummy fun to learn 
about the Seder! Mazal Tov to our 3rd & 4th 
grade students who participated beautifully 
in their Siddur Dedication Service and Ceremony at the end of 
April. They did a wonderful job leading the Friday night service! 
Our USYers continued their online meet-ups with Game Nights, 
Kadima Tie-Dye, and more. We finished up B’Yahad on May 2 
with a special in-person event with a fun rotation of family Israel 
activities and an assembly honoring our teachers, madrichim, 
and students.

A huge MAZAL TOV to our graduating senior madrichim this 
year: Brian Belakovsky, Edie Cotton, Shira Dubin, and Eliana 
Tolby. We have been blessed to have you as our madrichim, 
and look forward to hearing about your college decisions in the 
coming weeks. We will miss you and appreciate everything you 
have contributed to our program!

Stay tuned for 2021-22 Registration and feel free to be in touch 
with any questions. 

Have a wonderful summer!

B'Shalom,
Nichole Chorny
Cantorial Soloist and Education & Youth Director
745-5550 ext. 227 CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

B’Yahad and USY
I can’t believe it’s May, but here we are getting 
ready for the end of the school year, promotion 
for our Pre-K students, and heading into 
summer camp. When I look back at the last 10 
months, I’m so incredibly grateful and proud of 
all the wonderful things we’ve accomplished 
with our program. 

I must take a moment to thank our wonderful, warm, 
compassionate, filled with love and light, amazing teachers; 
Ms. Abigail, Ms. Elizabeth, Ms. Emiliya, Ms. Erin, Ms. Kirby, 
Ms. Patty, Ms. Stacey, Ms. Tara, Ms. Valerie, Ms. Viviana, and 
of course, Education Assistant Ms. Kim. They are the butterfly 
(Par Par) whisperers, the sunshine (Shemesh) makers, the star 
(Kochavim) catchers, and the pioneer (Halutzim) explorers. They 
are the everyday heroes who mask up, show up and give 110%. I 
am incredibly grateful for all of their kindness, hard work and 
determination to make this year a special gift for every child – 
Todah Rabah!! 

I personally want to thank Ms. Viviana Frankenberg, who for 
over 16 years has touched the lives and inspired so many of 
our preschool children, as she retires at the end of this school 
year. With a heart of gold and zest for teaching, her passion 
for helping children shines bright in everything she does. Her 
laughter, enthusiasm and beautiful smile will greatly be missed. 
¡Viva Viviana! 

Ms. Erin Spitzer leaves us at the end of the school year as well. 
As a former CAI preschooler herself, and as a favor to her Mama, 
Erin has brought her love of Judaism, her patience, laughter, 
and Disney magic spirit to her students in Shemesh. Thank you 
for sharing this year with me, I’m so proud and grateful to you.

And baby makes three for Ms. Stacey and her husband Zach. 
We wish the Singer family all the best as they welcome a new 
baby girl this month. If she’s anything like her mom, she’ll fill 
the world with kindness and love. 

We wish our 12 Pre-K students and their families the best of 
luck as they begin their next adventure in Kindergarten. You 
have blessed our hallways and our hearts, and we can’t thank 
you enough for being a part of our preschool family – Yasher 
Koach! 

Summer Camp begins June 7th – July 16th, and we are still 
accepting open enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year. 
Registration and information for both summer camp and 
preschool/Pre-K can be found on our website.

B'Shalom, 
Kimmie Spitzer, Early Childhood Director 
745-5550, ext. 229 ECDirector@caiaz.org

A huge Todah Rabah to these generous donors to our preschool:

• Friedman Family for their lovingly used toys
• Naomi & Steve Spitzer for donating a playground bench in memory of Ruth Kolker
• The Thomas and Sara Borin Foundation Fund for the grant to purchase new playground equipment



May/June 2021 • Iyar/Sivan/Tamuz 5781   Kolenu          Page  5caiaz.org

ADULT EDUCATION

Devorah's Palm Tree
Classes are held the first Monday of every month

Monday, May 3 at noon on Zoom

Join Rabbi Metz and Women’s 
League the first Monday of every 
month to learn more about how and 
why we celebrate our holidays.  We 
will be studying the book, My Jewish 
Year by Abigail Pogrebin.   It is not 
necessary to have the book in order 

to participate in the class. Your perspective makes for a lively 
discussion. Our May topic will be Shavuot, which starts on 
page 251.

Next date - June 7, 2021. Topic: 17th of Tammuz, page 263.

Zoom links are available in your e-mail. 
Call 745-5550 for more information or to be added to our 

email list or go to caiaz.org to sign-up online.

Online Weekday 
Torah Study Group

Led by Rabbi Metz, this informal study group can lead to 
lively discussion. Held Thursdays on Zoom, 12:00 noon 
until 1:00pm. 

Bring your Bible and your desire to learn together.

Study materials can be found at caiaz.org/resources

Zoom link can be found in your email.

Last Chance!
It’s been a whirlwind 
year, and we were 
postponing in hopes to 
hold an event to honor 
Rabbi & Debby Eisen’s 
21 years of service to 
Congregation Anshei 
Israel, for which we 
are most appreciative.

Rabbi Eisen would like us to move forward 
without an event, and as such, we will be 
concluding our journal efforts in order to 
provide a bound copy.

Thank you if you have already donated; someone 
will be reaching out shortly to make sure we 
have the appropriate phrasing for your ad.  
If you have not already participated and would 
like to, please see the enclosed insert and 
return no later than May 28th.
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JOIN OUR HYBRID SERVICES!

Service materials are online at caiaz.org/resources or call 745-5550 (M-F 8am-4pm) for pickup or delivery of prayer books.
Zoom links are available in your e-mail. Call 745-5550 for more information or to be added to our email list.

Times may vary. Please check our website caiaz.org for up-to-date details.

Hybrid Shabbat Services
In-person & online on Zoom*

Kabbalat Shabbat
5:45pm Friday 

Shabbat Morning Service
9:00am Saturday

Virtual Minyanim on Zoom
Join us online for daily prayer services!

Morning Minyan
8:00am Sunday • 7:30am Monday-Friday

Evening Minyan Service 
5:30pm Sunday-Thursday

Connection information and links to materials are shared with members via email

Havdalah on Facebook Live
Make the transition from Shabbat to the week!

Approx. 8:00pm Saturday*
facebook.com/congregationansheiisrael 

No Facebook account is necessary. 
*Times vary. Check caiaz.org for times.

Let your voice be heard - Become a Meturgeman!
We are inviting congregants to sign up to prepare and share a short summary of the week's Torah portion (2-3 minutes, about 1 page), and 
what we might learn from it. The focus can be on a word, a verse and/or the theme of the portion. You will then share your thoughts with 
the congregation immediately after we remove the Torah from the Ark, right before we begin reading the weekly portion.

Please let us know when you would like to serve as our meturgeman, adding your voice, your Torah, to ours. To choose a date, contact 
Amber Page at ExecAssist@caiaz.org. For more details, please contact Rabbi Metz at RabbiMetz@caiaz.org.

*All in-person attendees must register in advance & comply with the current COVID protocols found on our website, caiaz.org
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COMING UP
Shavuot Service Schedule 

Sunday May 16 - 8:00am Morning Minyan, 12:30pm Mincha, 8:00pm Ma'Ariv/Tikkun
Monday, May 17 - 9:00 Morning Minyan, 5:30pm Mincha/Ma'Ariv
Tuesday, May 18 - 9:00am Morning Minyan/Yizkor, 7:30pm Mincha/Ma'Ariv, 8:00pm Havdalah

Yom Yerushalayim
Monday, May 6  at 7:30pm on Zoom 
ירושלים של מעלה וירושלים של מטה

Heavenly and Earthly Jerusalem  

Join Rabbi Metz and Rabbi Oded Peles of our sister congregation Shevet Achim in Gilo, 
Israel to learn about Jerusalem’s history, and Rabbi Peles’ fascinating family history in the 
Six-Day War and the reunification of Jerusalem in 1967.  

Please RSVP to Amber Page at ExecAssist@caiaz.org for Zoom links. 

Pre-Shavuot Family Program:  
I Scream, You Scream,  

We ALL Scream for TORAH! 
 

Thursday, May 16 at 9:00am  
in the Sukkah/Basketball Court area

For families with children of all ages!
In-person, outdoor event.  Masks REQUIRED.

 
Join us for songs, ice cream making and fun in honor of Shavuot! 

Complimentary for members, $18 per family for guests.  
RSVP by May 11 to Kim Miller (EdAsst@caiaz.org) or 745-5550, ext. 224

Tikkun Leil Shavuot

Sunday, May 16 at 8:00pm  
on Zoom

Join us to learn some Torah,  
celebrate Shavuot, 

and read the Book of Ruth.*

*Please contact Amber Page at ExecAssist@caiaz.org  
if you would like to teach a short (1-3 minute) drash 

on your favorite piece of Torah.

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Sunday, June 6

Please check your email for details and links.

Shavuot
The Shavuot Festival, otherwise 
known as Pentecost (50th day) or 
Feast of Weeks, was celebrated 
primarily as a thanksgiving for 
the wheat harvest; it falls seven 
weeks after the barley harvest, 
when an Omer of the new produce 
was offered. The Torah refers to 
Shavuot as Hag Ha-Katsir (The 
Feast of the Harvest) and Yom Ha-
Bikkurim (The Day of First Fruits), 
observed by offerings of the best 
ripe produce of the fields (Exodus 
23:16; Numbers 28:26).

In the course of time, and as a 
result of the transformation of 
the agricultural festivals into 
historical commemorations, the 
additional significance of Shavuot 
as the festival of the Giving of the 
Torah (Z’man Matan Torateynu) 
at Mount Sinai completely 
overshadowed its original 
significance. Though the Bible 
does not identify Shavuot with the 
anniversary of the giving of the Ten 
Commandments, the tradition, 
undisputed in the Talmud, has 
been that the Torah was given on 
the sixth day of Sivan.

Shavuot is called Atzeret in the 
Mishnah and the Talmud, in the 
sense that it serves as a concluding 
festival to Pesah. In the observances 
of Shavuot, the historical as well 
as the agricultural aspects are 
reflected. The Decalogue is read in 
the synagogue on the first day. The 
first night of the festival is often 
spent in reading an anthology of 
sacred writings called Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot. The Book of Ruth is read 
for its description of a summer 
harvest in Israel. Milk dishes are 
the customary foods, symbolizing 
the Torah which is likened to 
milk, according to the allegorical 
interpretation of the Song of 
Songs, “honey and milk are under 
your tongue.”

 — Adapted from A Book of Jewish 
Concepts  

by Phillip Birnbaum

This year Shavuot begins  
at sundown on May 16 

& continues through 
sundown on May 18.
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CATCHING UP
Purim CAR-nival - February 25

Wild West Megillah Reading - February 25

Congratulations to 
Anjelina Belakovskaia 

for winning the 
Amazon Gift Card. 

Anjelina guessed 200 ping pong 
balls were in the jar at the  

CAR-nival - there were 205. 

Yasher Koach, Anjelina!

Todah Rabah!
We collected 163 pairs of socks for the Primavera Foundation!



May/June 2021 • Iyar/Sivan/Tamuz 5781   Kolenu          Page  9caiaz.org

CATCHING UP
Preschool Purim Parade - February 26

Our 3rd & 4th grade students received their first Siddur  
and led our Kabbalat Shabbat Service on April 23

Mazal Tov to our 3rd & 4th-grade 
students who participated in 

Siddur Dedication on Friday, April 
23.  Our students did a wonderful 

job leading the Friday night 
Shabbat service, and each student 

was presented with their own 
Siddur from the congregation.  

Pictured:  
Back row, L to R: Zarek Phelps, 
Ethan Gordon, Eliza Friedman, 
Tzippora Chorny, Adina Lytle,  
Ava Morton, Jake Slaughter
Front Row, L to R: Keane 
Rothman, Doron Metz, Juliana 
Rothman, Miles Larcom
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CATCHING UP
B'Yahad Religious School Chocolate Seder - March 21 Preschool Model Seder - March 26

Hiking Havurah at Sabino Canyon - March 14
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* We apologize for any inadvertent omissions *

Ma’ot Hittim 5781
We'd like to thank these generous donors who made contributions to our Ma'ot Hittim fund by selling their chametz.  

Todah rabah one and all!
Malka & Bill Abraham
Nancy & Steven Auslander
Sharon & Morris Barkan
Kathy Hays & Jerry Barkan 
Janice Wezelman &  
   David   Bartlett
Edward Berger
Phyllis Broad
Jennifer Cassius & Family
Nichole & Joel Chorny
Molly Senor & Mel Cohen
Vickey Cook
Dvora Tager & Bob Dietz
Douglas Family
Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim
Elaine & Howard Fagan
Hedy Feuer
Lisa Ungar & Bob Fridrich
Gloria Goldstein
Zandra Goldstein
Allen Gordon
Fay Green

Rachel & Jonathan Green
Joan & Richard Green
Rita & Martin Hall
Lorraine Hellring
Mindy & Fred Hirsh
Jessie Joffe
Marty Johnston
Harvey Jurkowitz
Rosie & Paul Kahn
Aurora & Eugene Kellogg
Marta & Steven Ketchel
Sharon & Fred Klein
Ron Kolker
Marianne & Allen Langer
Peggy & Richard Langert
Bertie Levkowitz
Susan Levy
Debra & Mark Lytle
Barbara Mannlein
Ziva Mason
Rabbi & Lev Metz
Vicki & Phillip Pepper

Joy Peskin
Eve & Stuart Pinkert
Jane Poliakoff
Marilyn & Ira Prensky
Jessica Priester
Helen Rib
Todd Rockoff
Joan & Dennis Rosen 
Marsha Rosenblum
Sue & S. Burton Ross
Anna & Myron Rottenstein
Phyllis Schwartz
Sarah Segal
Barbara & Sanford Selznick
Evelyn Sigafus

Harriet Silverman &  
    Paul Smelkinson
Linda & Shelby Silverman
Marcia & Paul Simon
Sandra Simon
Shelley Singer
Karen Skolnik
Tammy & Alan Strobel
Sandra Tobin
Art Weinenger
James Whitehill 
Jerry Wolf
Robert Wolk
Patricia & Ira Zarin
Al Zehngut

June is Membership 
Renewal Month

Thank you for understanding as we worked and planned 
to provide our members with a myriad of ways to connect 
during the past year. We proved that a synagogue is 
more than a building. We are a spiritual, educational 
and social community, and most of this past year these 
programs and services took place in your actual home. 
Since April, following the guidance from the COVID-19 
Response Task Force, the Board of Trustees approved 
starting in-person programming again and we have been 
successfully holding hybrid services and events to allow 
for in-person and at-home participation. 

As we worked through enormous challenges, all of 
us, including CAI, must also continue to plan for the 
future. Our new fiscal year begins July 1, 2021. We 
are anticipating a great year as we get to know Rabbi 
Metz in-person now. Planning is underway to bring 
meaningful spiritual services, social activities and 
learning opportunities to our community in the coming 
year.

We thank all our wonderful members who enable 
everything we do, and want to remind you to look out 
for membership renewal materials in your mail. 
Thank you again for your continued commitment to and 
support of Congregation Anshei Israel! Your generosity 
assures that no one is ever turned away from our 
congregation due to an inability to pay.
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Thank you to the following congregants 
for sponsoring our Shabbat Services

• Dawn & Lenny Steinberg in honor of their wedding 
anniversary

• Irene & Scott Glass in honor of their wedding 
anniversary

• Marsha Rosenblum in memory of her husband, Bob
• Naomi & Steve Spitzer in honor of Naomi's birthday
• Ziva Mason in memory of her father, Ezra
• Malka & Bill Abraham in honor of Bill's birthday
• Debra & Mark Lytle in honor of 3rd & 4th grade 

students who led Kabbalat Shabbat and received their 
Siddurim from the congregation.

• Art Weinenger in memory of his wife, Renée

 Date Years

June Anniversaries

 1 Marcy & Jacob Friedman 15
  Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim 42
 2 Shelly & Edward Berger 37
  Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz 25
  Annette & Alan Miklofsky 42
 3 Tracy & David Jeck 14
 5 Ruthie & Mark Friefeld 33
 6 Sharon & Frederick Klein 50
 8 Sandra & James Rothschild 53
 10 Shawn & Aaron Hellman 37
 11 Iris Bernstein & David Karp 26
 14 Elayne & Jerry Feder 57
  Enid & Mel Zuckerman 68
 15 Laurie & Scott Weiss 35
 16 Joan Auerbach Green &  
   Richard Green 47
 18 Aletha & David Kalish 50
  Sarah & Don Persellin 58
  Sue & Sonny Ross 54
 20 Nancy & Steven Auslander 39
  Sara & Tom Borin 50
 22 Nicole Yuan & Jerel Slaughter 18
 24 Julia & Robert Rawdin 43
  Sharon & Richard Walton 42
 25 Caren & Tom Newman 58
  Bri & Joshua Tennenbaum 10
 27 Alice & Paul Baker 56
 28 Barbara & Mel Brodie 57
 29 Amy & Robert Direnfeld 35

Mazal Tov
 Date Years

May Anniversaries

 2 Rachel & Joel Black 7
  Rachel & Eric Dorf 22
 4 Marlene & William Hudson 41
 5 Ann & Howard Sloane 32
 6 Robyn & David Emmerson 17
 7 Barbara & Gerald Goldberg 43
 10 Carol & Alexander Sears 17
 13 Lisa Ungar & Robert Fridrich 25
 14 Abigail & Noah Tolby 26
 20 Mary & Walter Marcus 48
 21 Gail & Calman Rudner 49
 22 Ricki Weinstein-Wolf &  
   Jerry Wolf 22
 23 Stuart & Eve Pinkert 28
  Anne & Herman Stein 57
 24 Joyce & Michael Smith 41
 25 Emily & Adam Lazarus 18
 26 Deborah Oseran &  
    Bobby Present 30
 26 Kimmie & Eric Spitzer 30
 27 Debbie & Bruce Frent 37
 28 Monica & Eric Rudner 21
 29 Marta & Steven Ketchel 49
  Benita Silvyn &  
   Charles Whitehill 26
 31 Naomi & Steve Spitzer 57

Know Someone New to Tucson?
If you know someone new to the Tucson community 
who you believe would be interested in finding out 
about CAI, please call Debra Lytle at 745-5550, ext. 
242, so we can speak to them about all of the many 
religious, spiritual, educational and communal 
opportunities the synagogue has to offer!

Birth Announcements

This column features the children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
of CAI members. The announcement 
and photo (if available) will appear in 
the issue of Kolenu within appropriate 
print dates. Please notify Amber at 745-
5550, ext. 225 or ExecAssist@caiaz.org

Addison Rae Harris
Born March 12

Addison is the grand-
daugher of Marlene & Larry Harris, 
Lisa & Glenn Martin. (Parents: Kelsey  
& David Harris) 

Engagements 

Maddison Gan to Jared Podos
Maddison is the daughter of

Jami Ober Gan and Scott Gan

Jordynn Naylor to Shawn Spitzer
Shawn is the son of

Kimmie & Eric Spitzer
and grandson of

Naomi & Steve Spitzer 
and

Marge & Phil McFate
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Honorable "Menschens" Condolences

Mishloach Manot 
Delivery
Lois Bodin
Ron Gray 

Marianne Langer  
Evelyn Sigafus

Kolenu Proofreading
Marianne Langer

Donna Saffioti
Judy Schultz

Linda Silverman
Terry Williams

High Holy Day Appeal 
Donors

Heather & Michael Gordon
Shabbat Virtual 

Gabbaim
Lois Bodin
Ron Gray

Rachel Green
Vicki Pepper

Marsha Rosenblum
Portable Western Wall

Seth Windham

Todah Rabah to:

If we missed you, we apologize. If you would like to be included in 
further announcements, please let us know.

Thank you to our 
“Yad Squad”

(Those who read Torah and Haftarah in March & April)

Malka Abraham
Joshua Anbar
David Ben-Asher
Charles Blitzer
Ben Cook
Margo Gray
Richard Green
Mike Jacobson
Lisa Jurkowitz
Ziva Mason
Melayna Matheson

Nancy Ozeri
Phillip Pepper
Joy Peskin
David Polan
Jessica Priester
Helen Rib
Leonard Schultz
Steve Seltzer
Linda Silverman
Sophia Temyanko

המקום ינחם אתכם
The congregation mourns the loss of our members:

Joan Kleinerman 
Marshall Spatz

Our condolences to these members who mourn 
the loss of their loved ones:

Marsha Rosenblum - her sister, Joan Levi 

May the Author of Life Comfort the Mourners

Anshei Israel Memorial Hall
Installation of a memorial plaque is a beautiful way to 
perpetuate the memory of a loved one. Each year on the 
anniversary of your loved one’s death, the synagogue will 
send you a reminder of the Yahrzeit and light the light 
adjacent to their memorial plaque. Call Debra at 745-5550, 
ext. 242, to make arrangements or if you wish to reserve a 
space for the future.

Did you know? 
When you shop with AmazonSmile Foundation, 

they will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible  
purchases to Congregation Anshei Israel. 

It’s the same Amazon you already know. 
Same products, same prices, same service! 

Visit smile.amazon.com and select 
Congregation Anshei Israel!

Share your Simcha!
Become a sponsor of our Shabbat Services.

Sponsorships start at $36, and will be acknowledged in eblasts, 
during services, and in the Kolenu. If you are able to support 
us, please email Debra at ExecDir@caiaz.org

Dealing with Grief and Loss?

Are you having difficulty dealing with grief and loss? 
Perhaps it would be helpful to talk with a trained 
counselor. A synagogue volunteer would be happy to 

speak with you confidentially. 

Please call Norma Karp at 299-3382.
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Our Donation Form 
is at the Front Desk 

in the administrative office 
AND 

at caiaz.org

Notification cards are  
sent for donations of  

$18 or more.

Donations made to Anshei Israel Funds enable our Synagogue to continue to carry out its work, thereby better serving our members. 
Please consider making a donation in honor of a relative or friend who may be celebrating a simcha or in memory of a loved one. 

This list reflects those donations made after the last issue’s publication date. Todah Rabah to all.

C O N G R E G A T I O N  A N S H E I  I S R A E L  D O N A T I O N S

ART FUND
In memory of:
Father, Aaron Cole
Arnold Joffe
 Janet & Stephen Seltzer
BELLA FINGERETT ISRAEL 
TRIPS/SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of:
Brother-in-law, Leonard Levine
 Phyllis Broad
Granddaughter, Rebecca Katz
 Arlene Tuller
Leon Blitzer
 Robin & Michael Kaiserman

In honor of:
Ron Gray’s birthday
 Dorit Adler
RABBI MARCUS BREGER-
ADULT STUDIES FUND
In honor of:
Phyllis Broad’s new great 

grandson, Yisroel
 Lorraine Hellring
CAMP RAMAH FUND 
HONORING: BEA & JAMES 
COLE, SES & MAURICE COHEN, 
JOSEPH KALL AND MARJORIE 
& ARCHIE MENDELSOHN
In memory of:
Father, Harry Rachman
 Linda Silverman
Grandfather, Benjamin 

Deitchman
 Lisa Ungar
John Gellman
 Billie & Boris Kozolchyk
Joel Steinfeld’s sister, Judith
Arnold Joffe
 Janet & Stephen Seltzer
CANTORIAL SOLOIST 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
Father, Samuel
 Michael Boxer

In honor of:
Melayna Matheson becoming a 

Bat Mitzvah
 Teresa & Brandon Matheson

In appreciation of:
Cantorial Soloist Nichole Chorny
 Marsha Rosenblum

CONGREGATIONAL FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Rae Canterman
Father, Samuel Canterman
Father-in-law, Abe Simon
Sister-in-law, Dorothy Herman
Sister, Ann Mallinger
Brother-in-law, Isadore
 Sandra Simon
Mother, Sonia
 Allen Gordon
Mother, Sheila
 Fred Hirsh
Mother-in-law, Edna
Father, Jacob Stern
Husband, Martin
 Barbara Stern Mannlein
Mother, Susan Neuman
 Rosie Kahn
Mother, Rose Lichter
 Louise Solomon
Mother-in-law, Lillian Weich
Brother-in-law, Harry Masin
 Ronald Kolker
Father, Albert Baker
 Sandra Adler
Father, Hy Labovitz
 Renee Nowell
Father, Benjamin Mekler
 Phyllis Schwartz
Father, David
 Mark Schneider
Husband & Father, Ariel
 Frances Stoler
Father, Joseph
Brother, Nathan
 Tammy & Alan Strobel
Grandmother, Margot Eva Fuld
Grandfather, Eric Martin Fuld
 Rachel & Jonathan Green
Phyllis Becker
 Irwin Weinberg
Marvin Glassberg
 Toni Miller & Peter Lasko
Arnold Joffe
 Caren & Thomas Newman
 Denise & Ernes Smily
Anne Lapin
Joel Steinfeld’s sister, Judith
 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
Katherine Leonard’s mother
Irving Winick
 Evelyn Sigafus
Marsha Rosenblum’s sister, Joan
 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
 Sandra Lachter
 Phyllis Schwartz
 Tammy & Alan Strobel

In honor of:
Sarah & Leonard Schultz’s 

grandson Solomon becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah

 Susan Wortman & Jack 
Pinnas

Phyllis Broad’s new great-
grandson, Yisroel

Hedy Feuer & Michael Perlman’s 
new granddaughter, Mia

Judy & Chuck Schultz’s New 
grandson, Benjamin

 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
Harry Kirshenbaum’s 90th 

birthday
 Leah & Don Cotton
Evelyn Sigafus’s birthday
 Gloria Hirsch

In appreciation of:
Debra Lytle
 Marlene & Bill Hudson
The virtual services & programs
 Joanne & Brad Morantz
Purim
 Patricia Ballard
 Jane Kivel

General contributions:
 Kamala & Aaron Alpert
 Diane DuBose
 Angela Ariella Mayo
 Emlee & Laurance 

  Silverman 
RABBI SARA METZ 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Anna
 Charles Block
Mother, Katherine
 Michael Boxer
Mother, Clara
 Rita & Robert Davidson
Mother, Elaine
 Scott Gan
Mother, Tillie
 Norma & Ron Karp
Mother, Rita Kusman
 Marcelle Joffe
Mother, Sara Levin
Father, Harry
 Judith & Ted Direnfeld
Mother, Donna
Grandmother, Rita
 Andrea & Jay Small
Father, Irving
Father, Kurt Loewenstern
 Judy & Cary Fishman
Husband, Jerold
 Phyllis Sorkin
Brother, Ivan Kirschner
 Sandra Ross

Arnold Joffe
 Nancy & Michael Apsell
 Barbara & Mel Brodie
 Barbara Holtzman
 Sharon & Fred Klein
 Ron Kolker
 Carole Levi
Seymour Sabesin
 Eve & Stuart Pinkert
Joel Steinfeld’s sister, Judith
 Betsy & Michael Boxer
 Terri & David Polan
 Dawn & Leonard Steinberg
Irving Winick
 Judy & Cary Fishman

In honor of:
Melayna Matheson becoming a 

Bat Mitzvah
 Teresa & Brandon Matheson

Speedy recovery of:
Michelle Ollanik
 Jane Kivel

In appreciation of:
Rabbi Sara Metz
 Marsha Rosenblum
 Marcia Sabesin
LYNNE FALKOW-STRAUSS 
PRESCHOOL FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Faye Penstein
 Judy Dorf
Mother, Mildred Rosenbloom
 Nessa Beren
Father, Cantor Charles Julian
 Peggy & Richard Langert
Father, Henry
Brother, Mark
 Michael Schoenhals
Father-in-law, Sam
 Sarah Segal
Uncle, Saul Berman
Joel Steinfeld’s sister, Judith
 Lois & Ken Jacowsky

In honor of:
Judy & Chuck Schultz’s new 

Grandson, Benjamin
 Lois & Ken Jacowsky
GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Frances Kach
 Margo Gray
Father-in-law, David
 Lisa Grabell
Marvin Glassberg
 Phyllis & Erica Bee
Anne Lapin
 Lorraine Hellring
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C O N G R E G A T I O N  A N S H E I  I S R A E L  D O N A T I O N S
Marsha Rosenblum’s sister, Joan
 Vicki & Phil Pepper

General contributions:
 Angela Ariella A. Mayo
GILO B’NAI MITZVAH 
TWINNING FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Gladys Cohen
Marsha Rosenblum’s sister, Joan
 Mindy & Fred Hirsh
Mother, Mildred Wolfson
 Jane Poliakoff
Father, Herbert
 Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim
Wife, Elaine
 Paul Smelkinson

General contributions:
 Angela Ariella Mayo
KIDDUSH FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Susan Goldstein
 Rita Dreebin
Aunt, Ray Shuklansky
 Cheryl Sober
MUSIC & CHOIR FUND
In honor of:
Nichole Chorny
 Susan Wortman &  

    Jack Pinnas 
RABBI ARTHUR OLEISKY 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Esther
 Phyllis Bee
Mother, Jennie Fishman
 Ruth Goldin
Mother, Ann Gilman
 Jane Kivel
Mother, Lorraine
 James Whitehill
Father, Harold Meyer
 Arlene Tuller
Son, Anthony
 Howard Shaw
John Gellman
 Robin & Michael Kaiserman
Arnold Joffe
 Lisa Ungar & Bob Fridrich
RABBI ARTHUR OLEISKY 
EDUCATION & YOUTH FUND
In memory of:
Joel Steinfeld’s Sister, Judith
 Betsy & Michael Boxer
PRESCHOOL FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Louise
 Bonnie Haber & Fred Thorne
Mother-in-law, Bess
Father, Edward Rothenberg
Husband, Robert
 Marsha Rosenblum
Mother, Doris Scott
 Margie Perry

Mother, Manya
 Ilya Tepelboym
Father, Bill Dumes
 Patricia Zarin
Grandmother, Blanche Kahn
 Adam Klein
Sister, Cathy Kahn Dorson
 Paul Kahn
Arnold Joffe
 Karen Skolnik
 Naomi & Steve Spitzer
Marsha Rosenblum’s sister, Joan
 Phyllis Fassler
PRAYER BOOK & RITUAL 
OBJECTS FUND
In memory of:
Grandfather, Benjamin
 Lisa Ungar
Sister, Carol Bluth Orologio
 Marlene Hudson
ABNER SEGAL LANDSCAPE 
FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Bertha Segal
 Barbara Goldberg
Mother, Kaye Weisman
Father, Sholem Weisman
 Joan Belzer
NORMAN SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL FUND
In memory of:
Father, Stanley
Wife, Bryna
 Alan Zehngut
Joel Steinfeld’s sister, Judith
 Marta & Steven Ketchel
MOLLY & HYMAN SHENITZER 
YOM TOV FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Lenora
 Leslie Silberman
Marvin Glassberg
Arnold Joffe
 Holly & Steve Shenitzer
Joel Steinfeld’s sister, Judith
 Deborah Oseran &  

    Bobby Present
 Holly & Steve Shenitzer

In honor of:
Ron Gray’s birthday
 Deborah Oseran &  

    Bobby Present
Judy & Chuck Schultz’s first 

grandchild, Benjamin
 Terri & David Polan
 Holly & Steve Shenitzer
Susan & Steven Weisman’s new 

granddaughter, Hannah
 Terri & David Polan
TORAH READERS FUND
General contributions:
 Angela Ariella Mayo

U.S.Y. TEEN FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Marcia
 Barbara Burstein
Husband, Milton
 Gloria Goldstein
Friend, Linda Roy
 Rosie & Paul Kahn
B’YACHAD-RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
FUND
In memory of:
Mother-in-law, Judith
 Florence Feldman
Mother, Marsha
Uncle, Sheldon
 Heather & Michael Gordon
Brother, Ken Gerst
 Roberta Feig

General contributions:
 Abigail & Noah Tolby &  

    family
LINDA ROY USY FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Gertrude
Father, Edward
Uncle, Irwin
Joel Steinfeld’s sister, Judith
 Judy & Chuck Schultz

Mother, Sara
 Paul Smelkinson
Father, Harry
Grandmother, Lena
Aunt, Faye Ginsberg
 Lisa Ungar Robert Fridrich
Sister, Joyce Koven Smith
 Edward Koven
Aunt, Carolyn Berman
Uncle Saul Berman
Diane Kalpin’s husband, Barry
 Lois & Ken Jacowsky
ZUCKERMAN PRESCHOOL 
PLAYGROUND FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Bryna
 David Zehngut
Sister, Lois Falk
 Enid Zuckerman

Hesed Committee
Welcome to the Hesed Committee, 

the largest committee at  
Congregation Anshei Israel. 
Did you know that you are a 
member of this committee?  

Every congregant is a member. 
Hesed means loving kindness, 

grace, helping each other.  
We exist to help our members in 

times of need.

Please feel free to contact me.

Ron Gray
Hesed Committee Chair 

RonPsych@yahoo.com
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BOARD PRESIDENT 
Dan Jurkowitz

VICE PRESIDENTS 
Katherine Leonard 
David Jeck

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Jonathan Green

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Stephanie Roberts
SYNAGOGUE LIFE 
COUNCIL CHAIR 
Jerry Barkan

TRUSTEES 
Joel Black 
Andrew Douglas 
Marty Johnston 
Marianne Langer 
Danielle Larcom 
Susan Levy 
Monica Rudner 
Barbara Selznick 
Evelyn Sigafus 
Steve Singer 
Tammy Strobel

LIFE TRUSTEES 
Jane Kivel 
Steve Spitzer 
Charles Whitehill

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
Alice & Paul Baker 
Enid & Mel Zuckerman
PAST PRESIDENTS 
COUNCIL CHAIR 
Phil Bregman

PAST PRESIDENTS* 
Dan Asia 
David Ben-Asher 
Richard Fink 
Madeline Friedman 
Ron Gray 
Leonard Joffe 
Ronald Kolker 
Sandi Levkowitz 
Phillip Pepper 
Vicki Pepper 
David Polan 
Bobby Present 
Steven Shenitzer 
Steve Spitzer

*A COMPLETE LIST OF  
ALL PAST PRESIDENTS  
CAN BE FOUND ON  
OUR WEBSITE

WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
PRESIDENT 
Evelyn Sigafus
MEN’S CLUB 
PRESIDENT 
Eric Flank

Women's League Gift Shop
We carry a huge variety of Judaica and other gifts for friends and family, 

as well as books, candles, Mah Jongg cards, decor, jewelry, tallitot and kippot, ritual objects and much more!

By Appointment only, Monday-Friday, 10am until 4pm.
Contact Marianne Langer at 349-3347 or marilang@comcast.net to set up a private shopping appointment.

OR
Shop  securely online using your phone, tablet or computer. Visit us online at JudaicaTucson.com

Kolenu is published bi-monthly September–August. The deadline for 
all submissions is the first day of the month prior to the publication 
month. Ad placement & editing of submissions at CAI’s discretion. For 
more information, contact Nancy Auslander at 745-5550, ext. 228 or 
Communications@caiaz.org


