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KOLENU • קולנו
“Our Voice”

The Newsletter for Congregation Anshei Israel

Congregation  
Anshei Israel

A Conservative Synagogue and 
Proud Member of USCJ

5550 East Fifth Street • Tucson AZ 85711
(520) 745-5550 fax (520) 745-9058

caiaz.org

MISSION STATEMENT
Congregation Anshei Israel shall serve as a source 
of spiritual, educational, and social enrichment in 
order to encourage and ensure Judaic values in 
accordance with the Principles of Conservative 
Judaism.

Please visit our website caiaz.org and check your email for 
the most up-to-date information.

Shalom!

CONTACT INFORMATION
Rabbi • Sara Metz 
 Ext. 230 • RabbiMetz@caiaz.org

Rabbi Emeritus • Robert J. Eisen 
 Rabbi.Eisen.AZ@gmail.com

Rabbi Emeritus • Arthur Oleisky  
 Rabbi.Oleisky@caiaz.org

Cantorial Soloist and Education & Youth 
Director • Nichole Chorny 
 Ext. 227 • CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

Executive Director • Debra Lytle 
 Ext. 242 • ExecDir@caiaz.org

Early Childhood Director 
 Kimmie Spitzer 
 Ext. 229 • ECDirector@caiaz.org

Finance Director • Susan Kirschner 
 Ext. 223 • FinanceDirector@caiaz.org

Communications • Nancy Auslander 
 Ext. 228 • Communications@caiaz.org

Education Assistant • Kim Miller 
 Ext. 224 • EdAsst@caiaz.org

Executive Assistant • Amber Page 
 Ext. 225 • ExecAssist@caiaz.org

Finance Assistant • Lynn Walsh 
 Ext. 244 • FinanceAsst@caiaz.org

Please
warmly Welcome

Sara & Charles Block 
Hirsch Handmaker

Alison Tygiel & Ethan Amzallag

January 1 5:12pm
January 8 5:18pm
January 15 5:24pm
January 22 5:30pm
January 29 5:37pm

February 5 5:43pm
February 12 5:50pm
February 19 5:56pm
February 26 6:01pm

Our new & rejoining
members:

Candle Lighting Times
January/February 2021

Let your voice be heard - become a Meturgeman!
We are inviting congregants to sign up to prepare and share a short 
summary of the week's Torah portion (2-3 minutes, about 1 page), and what 
we might learn from it. The focus can be on a word, a verse and/or the theme 
of the portion. You will then share your thoughts with the congregation 
immediately after we remove the Torah from the Ark, right before we begin 
reading the weekly portion.
 
Please let us know when you would like to serve as our meturgeman, adding 
your voice, your Torah, to ours. To choose a date, contact Amber Page at 
ExecAssist@caiaz.org. For more details, please contact Rabbi Metz at 
RabbiMetz@caiaz.org.

Hesed Committee
Welcome to the Hesed Committee, the 
largest committee at Congregation 
Anshei Israel. Did you know that you 
are a member of this committee? 
Every congregant is a member. 
Hesed means loving kindness, grace, 
helping each other. We exist to help 
our members in times of need.

Please feel free to contact me.

Evelyn Sigafus
Hesed Committee Chair 

esigafus@aol.com

SAVE THE DATE

Congregation Anshei Israel 
& 

StandWithUs
present a virtual 

Anti-Semitism Workshop
Just for High School Students

Sunday, February 7
11:15am

For more information, contact 
Nichole Chorny at 

CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org
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The wait for the highly anticipated widespread 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout continues.    In the 
meantime, while we have been limited in what 
we can do, additional online programming 
opportunities will be increased.  Please watch 
for some of our new Adult Education programs 
in particular.   
 
In February we celebrate Tu B’Shvat, the 

New Year of the Trees.  It celebrates the time when the earliest 
fruits in Israel begin to emerge in the Spring.    I think we can 
take some consolation from this observance given our current 
plight.    Each year, many trees go through a cycle of life, 
growth, bringing forth fruit, diminishment with leaves falling, 
dormancy, and then rebirth again.  We celebrate this life cycle 
and contribute to it by planting our own seeds that will one 
day participate and grow into trees.   Even in the dark days of 
winter when everything seems sad and lifeless, there is a light 
at the end of the tunnel.  Spring will come and the fruits of our 
labor will see sunlight and growth.  While 2020 was certainly a 
tough year, 2021 is a new year and there is a light at the end of 
the tunnel.  Eventually, we will see the other side where we can 
grow and thrive.  Still, it’s never too late to plant seeds.   
 
The Talmud (Ta’anit 23a:15) relates a story about Choni 
HaMe’agel, famous for successfully praying for rain from within 
a circle he drew.    Choni was walking along the road when he 
saw a man planting a carob tree.    Choni asked him how long 
it would take for the tree to bear fruit.  The man answered, "70 
years."    Choni asked him if he expected to live for another 70 
years to benefit from the fruit.  The man replied that there were 
carob trees already here for me to enjoy, and so I am just paying 
it forward and planting for my descendants.   
 
So, let’s focus on planting what seeds we can now (real and 
metaphorical).    Maybe we will personally benefit from these 
seeds when they mature into trees, but maybe these are seeds 
that individuals in the future will benefit from as well.

B’Shalom, 
Dan Jurkowitz, President@caiaz.org

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Interfaith Families Welcome
CAI welcomes all interfaith families and encourages 
them to participate in as much synagogue life as they 
choose within the framework of Conservative Judaism. 
For more information, go to caiaz.org/resources as part 
of CAI’s “Myths vs. Facts” program. 

  Read It and Meet 
We look forward to seeing you at our next Read 
It and Meet session on January 24 at 11:00am 
on Zoom. January's book is The Third Daughter 
by Talia Carner. Joni Belzer will facilitate the 
discussion.

Please save the date for our next session on 
February 28, when Sara Ross will be our 
facilitator for the book Unorthodox by Deborah 
Feldman. 

Watch your email for details and links.

Know Someone New to Tucson?
If you know someone new to the Tucson community 
who you believe would be interested in finding out 
about CAI, please call Debra Lytle at 745-5550, ext. 
242, so we can speak to them about all of the many 
religious, spiritual, educational and communal 
opportunities the synagogue has to offer!

UPCOMING DATES & TITLES
March 21 Inheritance: A Memoir of Geneology, Paternity, 

and Love by Dani Shapiro
April 25 The Yellow Bird Sings by Jennifer Rosner
May 23 Color Me In by Natasha Diaz

MUSIC FOR THE NEW YEAR 
with

Nichole, Hillary & Michal Chorny
January 3rd, 2021 - 2:30pm

Enjoy a special afternoon of 
music as we join  

Beth Tikvah of Naples
for a virtual concert 

featuring our very own 
Nichole Chorny 

and her "sisters."
Look for details and link in your 

email.

Women’s League
There are many congregants who need to 
purchase and stock up on Judaica, books, 
candles, Mah Jongg cards, and other gifts for 
friends and family. To set up a private shopping 
appointment, contact Marianne at 349-3347 or 

marilang@comcast.net. Check out the items featured on the 
back page of this issue.

Women's League is now taking orders for 2021 Mah 
Jongg cards.  Cards are $9 each or $10 each for cards 
with large print. Order deadline is Tuesday, January 
19. Cards for 2020 are available in the Gift Shop and 
are used through the end of March.

Please send your check made out to Judy Fishman and mail to 
Judy at 485 S. Edgeside Avenue, Tucson AZ 85748.

Starting  January 4, Women's League is sponsoring Devorah's 
Palm Tree, a monthly study group. See page 5 for details.
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Preschool/Kindergarten

E D U C A T I O N

The first semester of B’Yahad ended with some 
wonderful family programming! B’Yahad 
families participated in a Virtual Challah 
Bake and experienced challah-making in 

their homes (some for the 
first time!) Students and 
families also enjoyed a fun 
Chanukkah program.  Our 
Madrichim planned and led our Virtual 
Chanukkah Program, and they continue to 
provide amazing peer-tutoring for Hebrew 
and Tefilla (prayers) as they create bonds 

with our younger students as wonderful role models. 

Our Madrichim and USYers will participate in a special high 
school development program about anti-
Semitism in early February. If your high 
school student is interested in participating, 
please contact us. Information will be coming 
soon. 

Our USYers have continued to stay virtually connected through 
unique virtual programs last semester including a Mystery 
Lounge, Friendsgiving Shabbat, Encampment and monthly 
Kadima events like Movie Night as shown in the picture below. 
Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Be sure to save  the date for a special B’Yahad Havdalah 
Program on February 13 (in place of B’Yahad on February 
14), Hamentaschen making on February 21 and our Purim 
Celebration on February 25. Details to come!

As a reminder, if you have any questions or need any assistance 
with technology, feel free to contact us. We are here for you!

B'Shalom,
Nichole Chorny
Cantorial Soloist and Education & Youth Director
745-5550 ext. 227 CantorialSoloist@caiaz.org

B’Yahad and USY
Our Parent Action Committee (PAC) has been 
hard at work these past few months setting up 
dine-out fundraiser nights at MOD Pizza and 
Chipotle, having beautiful school pictures taken 
with photographer Tina Blatchford, offering an 
online book fair with Usborne Books, as well 
as ongoing preschool T-shirt and cutlery sales, 

all to raise funds to support our students and school. Preschool 
families, friends and staff also participated in a “Stuff the Trunk” 
donation event to help support the local organization More 
Than a Bed Foster & Adoptive Family Resource Center. 
Yasher koach to everyone involved with helping to make our 
school and our community a wonderful place to be – we can’t 
thank you enough.

December found our preschool bubbles enjoying some cooler 
weather but more importantly, embracing the magic of 
Chanukkah. Songs, prayers and laughter could be heard as each 
class celebrated with crafts, lighting menorahs AND playing 
dreidels. A big THANK YOU to Adeline Horst for graciously 
offering to purchase food for our preschoolers to enjoy during 
their celebrations.  Unfortunately, due to the early closure of 
preschool to ensure that our staff and students are safe from 
COVID as cases spiked in Arizona, we did not hold our preschool 
Chanukkah celebrations.

It’s hard to believe, but registration for the 21-22 school year 
begins in January for all currently enrolled families. Registration 
will open to the public in early February. As always, we welcome 
families with children 14 months to 4 years old to our program. 
If you know of a family looking for one of the best preschool 
programs around, please send them our way. 

Every day our teachers and students continue to be diligent 
about wearing masks, keeping hands washed, adhering 
to our policies and procedures, and following CDC and 
PCHD recommendations and guidelines. Our facilities and 
maintenance team continues to work at the highest level to 
keep our school clean and disinfected daily for the safety of us 
all. Together with our preschool families, we’re striving to ensure 
the safest and best learning and working environment for our 
students and staff. I’m so proud of all the work being done here, 
and I continue to praise everyone helping to make our school 
the best it can be. 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  
 – Helen Keller

B'Shalom, 
Kimmie Spitzer, Early Childhood Director 
745-5550, ext. 229 ECDirector@caiaz.org

Todah Rabah
Todah rabah for all the generous donations made to our Turkey and More drive!

Jewish Family & Children Services asked us to raise $800 to help them provide kosher turkeys for Thanksgiving.

We were able to go above and beyond and raised $1,559, which provided meals for 21 families!
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A D U L T   E D U C A T I O N

Tuesday Tish 21
A weekly class beginning

January 12 at 7:00pm on Zoom

Rabbi Metz will be teaching Walking With God, a series of 9 
Tuesday classes (final class - March 9) in which we will learn 
different ideas about God in Judaism throughout our history 
through today.

No charge for the class, but a minimum $18 donation is 
suggested for a bound, printed packet of all the materials 
we will be studying together. Please consider an additional 
donation sponsoring the packet for another. NOTE: 
Complimentary digital packets will also be available online.

Zoom links are available in your e-mail. 
Call 745-5550 for more information or to be added to our 

email list.

Devorah's Palm Tree
A monthly class beginning

Monday, January 4 at noon on Zoom

Join Rabbi Metz and Women’s 
League the first Monday of every 
month to learn more about 
how and why we celebrate our 
holidays.  We will be studying the 
book, My Jewish Year by Abigail 
Pogrebin.  It is not necessary to 

have the book in order to participate in the class. Your 
perspective makes for a lively discussion. Our first 
topic will be Tu B'Shvat, which starts on page 145.

Next date - February 1, 2021. Topic:  Purim, page 159.

Zoom links are available in your e-mail. 
Call 745-5550 for more information or to be added to 

our email list.

Introducing Two New Adult Education Programs for 2021!

Online Weekday 
Torah Study Group

Resumes January 7, 2021

Led by Rabbi Metz, this informal study group can 
lead to lively discussion. Held Thursdays on Zoom, 
12:00 noon until 1:00pm. 

Bring your Bible and your desire to learn together.
Study materials can be found at caiaz.org/resources

New link can be found in your email.
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L E T ’ S  C O N N E C T  O N L I N E !

Service materials are online at caiaz.org/resources or call 745-5550 (M-F 8am-4pm) for pickup or delivery of prayer books.
Zoom links are available in your e-mail. Call 745-5550 for more information or to be added to our email list.

Times may vary. Please check our website caiaz.org for up-to-date details.

Havdalah on Facebook Live
Make the transition from Shabbat to the week!

Approx. 6:15pm Saturday*
facebook.com/congregationansheiisrael 

No Facebook account is necessary. 
*Times vary. Check caiaz.org  for times.

Weekly Zoom Torah Study
With Rabbi Metz

Resumes Thursday, January 7, 12:00pm-1:00pm
Bring your Bible and your desire to learn together.

Study materials can be found at caiaz.org/resources
New link can be found in your email.

Monthly Read It and Meet
On Zoom

January 24 at 11:00am
The Third Daughter by Talia Carner

Virtual Minyanim on Zoom
Join us online for daily prayer services!

Sign in 10 minutes before Morning Minyan and 
Mincha/Ma'ariv services begin for a schmooze.

 
Morning Minyan

8:00am Sunday • 7:30am Monday-Friday

Evening Service
5:30pm Sunday-Thursday

Kabbalat Shabbat
5:45pm Friday

Shabbat Morning Service
9:00am Saturday

Virtual Kiddush & Schmooze
Immediately following Shabbat Morning Service

Connection information and links to materials are shared with members via email



January/February 2021 • Tevet/Shvat/Adar 5781 Kolenu          Page  7caiaz.org
* We apologize for any inadvertent omissions *

Malka & Bill Abraham
Sandi & Lawrence Adler 
Melanie Amhowitz  
Bettie & Murray Baker 
Alice & Paul Baker
Sharon & Morris Barkan
Phyllis Bee 
Nessa & Peter Beren 
Mindy & Allen Bergman
Anjelina Belakovskaia & Lawrence Bernstein 
Felisa & Ruben Bien-Willner 
Rachel & Joel Black
Marsha & Charles Blitzer 
Roslyn Blumberg 
Lois Bodin 
Michael Boxer 
Dani & Phil Bregman 
Phyllis Broad
Barbara & Mel Brodie 
Barbara Burstein
Pat & Dennis Citron 
Phyllis & Donald Cohen
Terri Cohen 
Vickey Cook 
Rita & Robert Davidson
Emily Dawson
Dvora Tager & Bob Dietz
Amy & Robert Direnfeld 
Judy & Michael Dorf 
Valorie & Andrew Douglas 
Margie & Bob Douglas 
David Dray 
Diane Dubose 
Joan Epstein 
Deanna Evenchik-Brav
L. Elliott Farber
Elaine & Howard Fagan 
Neneng Fassler 
Edward Feder 
Roberta Feig 
Judy & Cary Fishman 
Sorale Fortman 
Lisa Ungar & Robert Fridrich
Madeline & Barry Friedman 
Myrna & James Frisch 
Emanuel Furst 
Jami Gan 
Scott Gan
Jean & Marvin Glassberg
Barbara & Gerald Goldberg
Ruth Goldin 
Sarah Goldin
Bernard Goldstein
Gloria Goldstein 
Zandra Goldstein 
Hyman Goodman 
Victoria Newman & Allen Gordon
Linda & Jay Gorsky 
Lisa Grabell 
Margo & Ron Gray
Fay Green

Rachel & Jonathan Green 
Brina Grusin 
Glenn Grusin 
Martin Grusin 
Rita & Martin Hall 
Sandra & Elliott Heiman
Brandon Hellman 
Shawn & Aaron Hellman 
Bertie Levkowitz & Tom Herz
Gloria Hirsch 
Mindy & Fred Hirsh 
Ruth & Marvin Hoffman 
Jackie & Paul Hoffman 
Judith & Borah Jacobskind
Shoshana & Mike Jacobson
Tracy & David Jeck 
Eleanor & Don Jeck 
Jessie & Arnold Joffe 
Marcelle & Leonard Joffe 
Marty Johnston
Sally Julian
Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
Chaya & Harvey Jurkowitz 
Rosie & Paul Kahn 
Aletha & David Kalish 
Nedra Katz 
Aurora & Eugene Kellogg 
Marta & Steven Ketchel 
Harry Kirshenbaum 
Harvey Kivel & Nolan Dwinell
Jane Kivel
Stacy & Adam Klein
Sharon & Frederick Klein 
Ronald Kolker
Edward Koven 
Billie & Boris Kozolchyk
Sandra Lachter 
Marianne & Allen Langer 
Peggy & Richard Langert 
Danielle & Guy Larcom 
Susan Chaikin  & Stanley Lehman
Katherine & Aaron Leonard 
Susan & Rick Levy 
Debra & Mark Lytle
Rebecca & Ronald Mann 
Barbara Stern Mannlein 
Ziva Mason 
Terry & Jerry Neuman
Shlomo & Yael Neuman 
Caren & Thomas Newman
Adrienne & Lawrence O'Hare
Betejoy & Rabbi Arthur Oleisky 
Vicki & Phillip Pepper
Joy Peskin
Vida & Nat Petill 
Terri & David Polan 
Jane Poliakoff
Stephen Pozez 
Marilyn & Ira Prensky 
Deborah Oseran & Bobby Present

Lee Rains 
Tara & Todd Rathner
Evonne & Alan Ravitz 
Adrienne & Thomas Reilly 
Helen Rib 
Rhonda Rich 
Stephanie & Spencer Roberts
Abby Rosen 
Joan & Dennis Rosen 
Marsha Rosenblum
Sue & Sonny Ross
Sandra & James Rothschild 
Anna & Myron Rottenstein 
Gail & Calman Rudner 
Monica & Eric Rudner 
Rabbi Richard Safran 
Patti Salonic 
Beverly Sandock
Jon Sandler 
Judith Schneider 
Barbara & Michael Schoenhals 
Judith & Charles Schultz 
Sarah & Leonard Schultz 
Janet & Stephen Seltzer 
Barbara & Sanford Selznick 
Holly & Steven Shenitzer 
Evelyn Sigafus 
Linda & Shelby Silverman 
Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim
Marcia & Paul Simon 
Sandra Simon 
Shelley & Steven Singer 
Karen Skolnik
Nicole Yuan & Jerel Slaughter
Harriet Silverman & Paul Smelkinson
Karen Lazarow & Gilbert Sokal 
Kim & Eric Spitzer 
Naomi & Stephen Spitzer 
Anne & Herman Stein 
Dawn & Leonard Steinberg
Alla & Howard Steinberg 
Alice & Joel Steinfeld 
Nancy Stoler 
Lynne Falkow-Strauss & Jack Strauss 
Tammy & Alan Strobel 
Marianne & Stuart Taussig 
Norma Taylor 
Sandra Tobin
Philip Tygiel
Thomas Warne 
Irwin Weinberg
Arthur Weinenger 
Joann & Steven Weinstein 
Benita Silvyn & Chuck Whitehill 
Terry Williams 
Hyla & Gary Windham
Marcia & Irving Winick 
Ricki Weinstein-Wolf & Jerry Wolf 
Sandra & William Yalen 
Patricia Dumes-Zarin & Ira Zarin 
Enid & Mel Zuckerman

High Holy Days Appeal 5781
We'd like to thank these generous donors who made contributions to our High Holy Days Appeal. 

Todah rabah one and all!
Thank you to our Appeal Chairs Tracy & David Jeck and Family  
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Tu B'Shvat Seder
Wednesday, January 27, 6:00pm
(immediately following evening minyan)

Meeting ID: 860 8729 1835 / Password: 5550
Join by Telephone: (253) 215-8782

RSVP Deadline - January 20
Please contact Amber to RSVP or for more information

ExecAssist@caiaz.org

Materials & Seder supplies, including  
Le Cave's fruit-filled donuts 

(better late than never!)  
will be available for drive-by pick-up 

(masks required) 
Sunday, January 24 from 2:00pm-2:30pm

About Tu B'Shvat

The semi-holiday, Chamishah Asar B’Shvat (15th day of Shvat) 
marks the first day of spring in Israel. It occurs six weeks after 
Chanukkah. The Mishnah refers to it as Rosh Hashanah L’Ilanot 
(New Year of the Trees). Since ancient times, the Jewish people 
have observed it by eating fruit grown in Israel. With the rise 
of the Zionist movement and the re-establishment of the land 
of Israel, Tu B’Shvat has gained new significance as Arbor Day, 
observed by the planting of trees in Israel.

Trees were regarded as special gifts from God. There are many 
symbolic allusions to trees in the Bible, especially the olive, 
which sends up new shoots to continue the life of the old tree 
that dies. Trees are represented as symbols of goodness and 
nobility. The upright person is compared to “a tree planted near 
a stream, that bears fruit in due season, with leaves that never 
fade” (Psalm 1:3). “The righteous will flourish like the palm tree; 
they will grow like a cedar in Lebanon” (Psalm 92: 13-14).

Not too long ago, it was customary among many of our people 
to plant a tree when a child was born. Branches from these trees 
were then used for the poles of the wedding canopy (chuppah) 
on the day of their marriage.

In our day, many people purchase trees in Israel through the 
Jewish National Fund (JNF). If interested in purchasing a tree 
or making a donation to the JNF for reclamation of the land of 
Israel, please contact the JNF at 800-542-TREE (8733).

This year Tu B’Shvat falls on Thursday, January 28 
(it begins at sundown January 27). 

Congregation Anshei Israel & PJ Library
present

It's In The Bag:  
Celebrating Tu B’Shvat  

with the Eric Carle Museum

Sunday, January 24
3:30pm

Families & kids 3 years old and up can join 
Congregation Anshei Israel, PJ Library, and  the Eric 
Carle Museum of Picture Book Art to learn about and 
celebrate Tu B’Shvat!

Eric Carle Museum Art Educator, Meg Nicoll, will 
guide us as we paint, draw, cut and rip our way into 
creating a Tu B’Shvat Tree Collage.

FREE Art Kits include:
Watercolor paper, various card stock, watercolor paint set, 

and an apron

RSVP by Jan. 15: 
https://jfsa.ticketspice.com/pjtubshevat2021

Zoom link & pick-up 
information 

provided upon RSVP

Find details in your email.
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Purim
SAV E T H E DAT E

Thursday, February 25

Wild West Purim 
Celebration 

&
Megillah Reading

Look for details in your email.

YEEHAW!

About Purim

Purim tells the story of Esther and Haman, and begins with a 
feast in the kingdom of Persia, hosted by King Ahashverosh. 
The king was flaunting his riches and treasures for all to see, 
and decided that his beautiful wife, Queen Vashti, should also 
be displayed. But when the king sent for Vashti, she refused to 
appear before him. In anger, he threw Vashti out of the palace.
In search of a new wife, the king chose Esther, a young and very 
beautiful Jewish woman. Esther’s uncle, Mordecai, cautioned 
her not to tell the king that she was a Jew.

King Ahashverosh bestowed a special honor on Haman, his 
power-hungry assistant, telling all the people in his kingdom 
to bow down to Haman. As a Jew, Mordecai refused. Haman 
became enraged and devised a plan to kill all the Jews. He even 
bribed the king into signing the declaration.

To determine the date the Jews were to be attacked, Haman 
drew lots (“purim” in Hebrew). Mordecai, however, discovered 
Haman’s evil scheme and revealed it to Esther. Esther decided 
she must tell Ahashverosh, even if it meant her life.

King Ahashverosh was horrified to learn that his beautiful 
wife and her people were in danger. Haman was condemned 
to be hanged on the gallows and Mordecai was elevated to the 
position of Prime Minister. The Jews were safe once again, and 
Esther and Mordecai proclaimed the day to be one of feasting 
and merrymaking.

MISHLOACH MANOT PACKAGES
Purim will be here before you know it!

It is customary to send two types of ready-to-eat food 
to at least one friend. These gifts symbolize the spirit of 
unity which kept the Jewish people together in the face 
of the threat from Haman and his cohorts.

This year you can order Mishloach Manot packages for 
family and friends for Purim. No need to make your own!

More information to come.

HAMANTASCHEN FOR HUNGER
Sunday, February 21

11:00am

Save the date and plan to join us for this 
virtual opportunity to make your own 
hamantaschen. This year baking will 
take place at home and we will share 3 
different recipes (traditional, chocolate 

and savory). Pick the recipe you'd like to make and join 
us online with your materials. 

As our dough chills, we will play a Purim-themed 
Kahoot game together. We are continuing our mission 
of this program and will be raising funds for the local 
Community Food Bank and Leket (Israel’s food bank), 
so please continue to support them and please give 
as you can. RSVP to Amber at ExecAssist@caiaz.org. 
Secure donations can be made at caiaz.org.
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C A T C H I N G  U P
B'Yahad Challah Bake

Our B'Yahad Religious School students learned to mix, braid, and bake challah. 
See the beautiful, delicious loaves they produced with all that hard work and concentration!

USY's Chanukkah After Party
on Zoom

Look at all those smiling faces!
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C A T C H I N G  U P

Virtual Chanukkah Experience - Candle Lighting, Sing-a-long, Scavenger Hunt & Kahoot Trivia
Mazal Tov to our Trivia Contest Winners of Amazon Gift Cards

1st Place - Marty Johnston | 2nd Place - Margo & Ron Gray | 3rd Place - Mike Jacobson

Preschool "Stuff the Trunk" for  
More Than a Bed Foster & Adoptive Family 

Resource Center 

B'Yahad Chanukkah Maccabiah

Chanukkah Treats  
with Tammy Strobel 

Chanukkah Kollel 
with Rabbi Metz 

Above - Nichole plays piano for the sing-along
Below - Kahoot Trivia

Above - Making yourselves into Chanukkiyot
Below - Scavenger Hunt
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Share your Simcha!
Become a sponsor of our weekly Virtual Kiddush & 
Schmooze held every Saturday morning immediately 
following Shabbat Morning Services.

Sponsorships start at $36 and will be acknowledged in 
eblasts, during services, and in the Kolenu. If you are able 
to support us, please email Debra at ExecDir@caiaz.org

 Date Years

February Anniversaries

 11 Enid & Irwin Freedman 71
  Janice Wezelman &  
      David Bartlett 42
 12 Anjelina Belakovskaia & 
      Lawrence Bernstein 18
 13 Ruth & Marvin Hoffman 66
  Rosie & Paul Kahn 27
16  Hyla & Gary Windham 18
 17 Alla & Howard Steinberg 13
  Janis & Daniel Gasch 36
 20 Madeline & Barry Friedman 38
 23 Paul & Marcia Simon 7
 25 Anita & Danny Levkowitz 43
 28 Dawn & Leonard Steinberg 5

Mazal Tov
 Date Years

January Anniversaries

 11 Sandra & Gerald Ross 62
 12 Patricia Dumes-Zarin &  
     Ira Zarin 34
 13 Debbie & Irving Rosenberg 19
 15 Marianne & Allen Langer 37
 23 Jane & Jonathan Klein 50
 30 Yael & Shlomo Neuman 56

Did you know? 
When you shop with AmazonSmile Foundation, 

they will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases 
to Congregation Anshei Israel. 

It’s the same Amazon you already know. 
Same products, same prices, same service! 

Visit smile.amazon.com and select 
Congregation Anshei Israel!

Engagement 

Eric Blitzer to Bianca Beggiato
Eric is the son of

Marsha & Charles Blitzer

Melayna Rachel Matheson 
February 20

Melayna is the daughter of 
Teresa & Brandon Matheson; 
granddaughter of Susan Matheson z"l, 
Debra & Landon Matheson, and Darlene & 
Robert Moen; and sister to Clayton z"l and 
Jared Matheson. Melayna attends Tucson 
Hebrew Academy and enjoys reading, 
dance, and participating in THA's Student 
Council. Melayna's Bat Mitzvah project is 
organizing a book drive to collect books for 
Make Way For Books. 

Bat Mitzvah



January/February 2021 • Tevet/Shvat/Adar 5781 Kolenu          Page  13caiaz.org

Honorable “Menschens” Condolences

 Anshei Israel Memorial Hall
Installation of a memorial plaque is a beautiful way to 
perpetuate the memory of a loved one. Each year on the 
anniversary of your loved one’s death, the synagogue will 
send you a reminder of the Yahrzeit and light the light 
adjacent to their memorial plaque. Call Debra at 745-5550, 
ext. 242, to make arrangements or if you wish to reserve a 
space for the future.

Shabbat Virtual 
Gabbaim
Lois Bodin
Ron Gray

Rachel Green
Vicki Pepper

Marsha Rosenblum
Linda Silverman 

Making Chanukkah 
Treats on Zoom

Tammy Strobel
Kolenu Proofreading

Marianne Langer
Donna Saffioti
Judy Schultz

Linda Silverman
Terry Williams

Todah Rabah to:

If we missed you, we apologize. If you would like to be 
included in further announcements, please let us know.

Thank you to our 
“Yad Squad”

(Those who read Torah and Haftarah in November & December)

Malka Abraham
Joshua Anbar
David Ben-Asher
Charles Blitzer
Margo Gray
Richard Green
Marshall Heyman
Mike Jacobson
Lisa Jurkowitz

Ziva Mason
Nancy Ozeri
Phillip Pepper
Joy Peskin
Jessica Priester
Helen Rib
Leonard Schultz
Steve Seltzer

Thank you to the following for sponsoring our  
Virtual Kiddush 

• Terry Williams in honor of her birthday
• Marsha & Charles Blitzer in honor of Charles' birthday
• Mindy & Fred Hirsh in honor of their 39th anniversary
• Stephanie & Spencer Roberts
• Lois Bodin in honor of Dennis Dawson, Daily Minyan 

  Gabbai Extraordinaire
• Bertie Levkowitz in memory of her mother, Henrietta 

Magnus Goslins & former husband Jack Levkowitz
• Marsha Rosenblum in honor of her sister's, her 

daughters' and grandsons' birthdays

המקום ינחם אתכם
The congregation mourns the loss of our members:

Lee Chutkow 
Mort Kranitz

Our condolences to these members who mourn 
the loss of their loved ones:

Joel Chorny - his grandmother, Nima Chorny
Terri Cohen - her sister, Sheila Cohen

Debbie Frent - her mother, Adele Elentuch Reis
Sallie Kranitz - her husband, Mort Kranitz

Liz Licavoli - her father, Mort Kranitz
Abby Rosen - her boyfriend, Mikel Offret

May the Author of Life Comfort the Mourners

Dealing with Grief and Loss?
Are you having difficulty dealing with grief 
and loss? Perhaps it would be helpful to 
talk with a trained counselor. A synagogue 
volunteer would be happy to speak with you 
confidentially. Please call Norma Karp at 

299-3382.

The Mitzvah of Bikur Holim (Visiting the Sick)
Federal healthcare privacy regulations make it difficult for us 
to know when a member of CAI has been 
admitted to a hospital.

Become a partner in the mitzvah of Bikur 
Holim — visiting the sick — by advising 
our clergy when you, a relative, or a friend 
is hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if a family member 
or friend provides the information to us.

PLEASE CALL 745-5550 to speak with
Rabbi Metz, ext. 230.
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Our Donation Form 
is at the Front Desk 

in the administrative office 
AND 

at caiaz.org

Notification cards are  
sent for donations of  

$18 or more.

Donations made to Anshei Israel Funds enable our Synagogue to continue to carry out its work, thereby better serving our members. 
Please consider making a donation in honor of a relative or friend who may be celebrating a simcha or in memory of a loved one. 

This list reflects those donations made after the last issue’s publication date. Todah Rabah to all.

C O N G R E G A T I O N  A N S H E I  I S R A E L  D O N A T I O N S

Tributes

RABBI MARCUS BREGER 
-ADULT STUDIES FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Sara 
Father, Ben
 Joel Meyerson
CAMP RAMAH FUND 
HONORING: BEA & JAMES 
COLE, SES & MAURICE COHEN, 
JOSEPH KALL AND MARJORIE 
& ARCHIE MENDELSOHN
In memory of:
Father, Jack Moskowitz
 Sue Ross
CANTORIAL SOLOIST 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Miriam Davidson
Herb Meshel
 Lois Bodin
Joel Chorny’s grandmother, Nima
 Marsha Rosenblum
Mother, Molly Eichler
Grandfather, Emanuel Eichler
 Ellen Eichler-Grabell
Husband, Gary
 Terry Williams
Brother, Martin Scott Dumes
 Patricia Zarin
Uncle Nehemia Paletz
 Ziva Mason
Abby Rosen’s boyfriend,  

Mikel Offret
 Yiscah (Jessica) Priester

In honor of:
Elena & Valery Temyanko’s 

anniversary
 L. Elliot Farber

In appreciation of:
Nichole’s performance for the 

HHD Services
 Becki & Richard Fink
CONGREGATIONAL FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Elsie Baker
 Sandra Adler
Mother, Teddi Barlin
 Amy Prywes

Mother, Jennie
Father, Alexander
Phyllis Becker
 Emanuel Furst
Mother-in-law, Esther
 Jane Kivel
Mother, Ida Patinkin Dray
Father, Harold Jerome Dray
 David Dray
Mother, Selma
 Laurance Silverman
Father, Leon Blitzer
 Blitzer/Mallot Family
Father, Joseph
 Elaine & Howard Fagan
Father, Barry
 Jonathan Green
Father, Fred Lewin
 Susan Levy
Father & Husband, Ron
 Marlene, Amy, and  

Amy & Jon Sandler
Father, David Schwartz
 Tammy Strobel
Wife, Renaye (Ricki)
 Stanley Lehman
Husband, David
 Phyllis Schwartz
Sister, Esther Mona Davidson 

Sakuma
 Lois Bodin
Brother, Howard Goldwyn
 Joyce Becker
Joel Chorny’s grandmother, Nima
 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz 

ammy & Alan Strobel
Lee Chutkow
Debbie Frent’s mother, Adele
 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
Terri Cohen’s sister, Sheila
 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
 Peggy & Richard Langert
Abby Rosen’s boyfriend,  

Mikel Offret
 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
 Vicki & Phillip Pepper
Ruth Kolker
 The Dell’Acqua Family
Earl Surwit
 Marianne & Allen Langer
Mother-in-law, Fannie Simon
 Sandra Simon
Daughter, Judith Rib Holzer
 Helen Rib
Father, S. Donald
 Rick Levy
Marc Horn
 Jerry Wolf

In honor of: 
Marsha & Charles Blitzer’s new 

grandson, Cameron
Marsha & Charles Blitzer’s son 

Eric's engagement
Phyllis Broad’s new Great-

granddaughter, Zissel
Bertie Levkowitz & Tom Herz's 

granddaughter, Olivia’s 
engagement

Marty Johnston’s new nephew, 
Mateo

Marcia & Paul Simon’s daughter 
Emily’s marriage

Sandy & Jim Rothschild’s new 
granddaughter, Ella

Myrna & Jim Frisch’s daughter, 
Mara’s engagement

Holly & Steve Shenitzer’s new 
granddaughter, Mila

 Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
Rabbi Metz, Nichole Chorny & 

the staff for the virtual HHD 
services

 Fay Green
Myrna & Jim Frisch’s daughter, 

Mara’s engagement
Holly & Steve Shenitzer’s new 

granddaughter, Mila
 Judy & Chuck Schultz
Shelby Silverman’s 75th birthday
 Carmel & Morton Levine
Marsha & Charles Blitzer's son's 

Eric engagement to Bianca 
Beggiato

 Miriam & David Blitzer
General contributions:
 Brandon Hellman
 Almas Yusufova
LYNNE FALKOW-STRAUSS 
PRESCHOOL FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Margaret Claypool
 Deanna Evenchik-Brav
Father, Jack Goldsmith
 Barbara Schoenhals
Grandmother, Feige Lox
 Rosie Kahn
Emiliya Arakelova's mother
 Nessa Beren
Mother, Matilda Cornfield
 Michael Cornfield
BELLA FINGERETT ISRAEL 
TRIPS/SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Bella
Sister, Ruth Levine
 Phyllis Broad

General contributions:
 James Pollard

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of:
Mother-in-law, Esther
 Lisa Grabell
GILO B’NAI MITZVAH 
TWINNING FUND
In memory of:
Father, Bernard Strauss
 Jane Klein
Husband, Mendy
Rabbi & Debby Eisen’s Aunt
 Jane Poliakoff

In honor of:
Sarah & Leonard Schultz's 

grandson, Solomon’s  
Bar Mitzvah

 Marilyn Einstein & Steve Sim
RABBI SARA METZ 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Sylvia
 Ilene R. Blacksberg
Mother, Hildegard
 Ron Gray
Mother, Darlene
Mother, Bea Lippel
 Miriam & Bennett Blum
Mother, Gertrude
Father, Carl
 Ronald Kolker
Mother, Roslyn
 Barbara & Sanford Selznick
Mother, Mildred Yalen
Father, Allen A. Yalen
 Dawn Steinberg
Father, Jack
 Lawrence Adler
Father, Joseph Davidson
 Lois Bodin
Father, David Kirshner
 Sandra Ross
 Marilyn Yampolsky
Father, Joseph
 Ira Prensky
Grandmother, Pauline Becker
 Adrienne Reilly
Abby Rosen’s boyfriend,  

Mikel Offret
 Judy & Cary Fishman
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
 Margo & Ron Gray
Friend, Gary Willard
 Lois Bodin
Mother, Teresa Rosenbaum
Father, Murray Rosenbaum
Mother, Elizabeth
Father, Sol
 Madeline & Barry Friedman
Mother, Susan Matheson
 Teresa & Brandon Matheson



January/February 2021 • Tevet/Shvat/Adar 5781 Kolenu          Page  15caiaz.org

C O N G R E G A T I O N  A N S H E I  I S R A E L  D O N A T I O N S
In honor of:
Rabbi Robert Eisen
 Nancy Nitikman
Myrna & Jim Frisch's daughter 

Mara’s engagement
 Joan & Barry Beroth & family
 Lee Surwit
Vicki & Phillip Pepper’s 

anniversary
 Margo & Ron Gray
Sandy & Jim Rothschild’s new 

granddaughter
Holly & Steve Shentizer’s new 

granddaughter
 Lee Surwit
Marcia & Paul Simon’s daughter, 

Emily’s wedding
 L. Elliott Farber
In honor of new beginnings & 

appreciation for 62 years of 
membership

 Susan Tobin
Speedy recovery of:
Douglas Belzer
 Susan & Richard Glass
Evelyn Sigafus
 Jane Kivel

In appreciation of:
Rabbi Metz’s HHD Services
 Becki & Richard Fink
Redemption Aliyah
 L. Elliott Farber
MUSIC & CHOIR FUND
In memory of:
Father, Murray Kraus
 Meryl Bressler
Father, John Monti
 Lorraine Hellring
RABBI ARTHUR OLEISKY’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Rose
 Austin Agron
Mother, Pearl Arnow
 Susan Cohen
Mother, Lee
 Anne & Jerry Lapin
Father, Rabbi Paul Goodman
Mother, Mollie
Father, Joseph
 Elaine & Howard Fagan
Father, Philip Klein
 Susan Claassen
Father, Philip Koff
 Sharon Klein
RABBI ARTHUR OLEISKY 
EDUCATION & YOUTH 
In memory of:
Husband, Ed
Mother, Dorothy Rosenthal
 Joan Kleinerman

Father, Rabbi Paul Goodman
Mother, Mollie
Father, Joseph
 Elaine & Howard Fagan
Father, Herbert Ungar
 Lisa Ungar
PRESCHOOL
In memory of:
Mother, Marge Baker
 Vicki Pepper
Mother, Rachel Perkus
 Jessie Joffe
Mother, Arlene
 Adam Klein
Mother, Lillian Stern
 Ronnie Sebold
Father, Ronal Gechman
Grandmother, Dorothy Goldman
 Stacy Klein
Son, Jerry
 Pearl R. Stettner
Phyllis Becker
 Arleen & Jerry Goldstein
Lee Cohen’s brother
 Ruth & Art Solomon
Ruth & Art Solomon’s  

brother-in-law, Walt Lee
 Lee Cohen
Father, Leroy
 Daniel Feig

In honor of:
Myrna & Jim Frisch’s daughter, 

Mara’s engagement
 Anna & Myron Rottenstein
PRAYER BOOK & RITUAL 
OBJECTS FUND
In memory of:
Grandfather, Phillip Rembaum
 Philis Gold
B’YAHAD – RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
In memory of:
Mother, Miriam
 Terri Cohen
RESOURCE & TECHNOLOGY 
FUND IN MEMORY OF MAURICE 
COHEN, BERNARD RACKOFF 
THE TRACTENBERG FAMILY & 
MARTIN WEICH
In memory of:
Mother, Dorothy Goldstein
Grandfather, Wolf Goldstein
Aunt, Jean Goldstein
 Bernard Goldstein
 Sandra Yalen
Mother, Mildred
Father, Allen
 Sandra & William Yalen
NORMAN SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Mildred Rickles
 Philis Gold

MOLLY & HYMAN SHENITZER 
YOM TOV FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Jewel Fishkin
Mother, Molly
 Holly & Steve Shenitzer
Father, Eugene Rickles
 Philis Gold
Dan Karsch
 Burton Becker

In honor of:
Holly & Steve Shenitzer’s new 

granddaughter, Mila
 Joan & Barry Beroth & family
 Deborah Oseran & Bobby 

Present
TORAH READERS FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Rebecca
 William Pearlman
Mother, Florence Rachman
 Linda Silverman
Mother, Betty Stein
Father, Morris
 Herman Stein

In honor of:
Marcia & Paul Simon’s daughter 

Emily’s marriage
 Deborah Oseran & Bobby 

Present
KIDDUSH FUND
In memory of:
Mother, Henrietta Magnus 

Goslins
Husband, Jack
 Bertie Levkowitz

Mother, Claire Weiss
Father, Herman Weisss
 Evelyn Sigafus
Mother, Roslyn
 Jerry Wolf
Mother, Lila Pakier
 Lois Holtzman

In honor of:
Dennis Dawson’s Daily Minyan 

Gabbai Extraordinaire
 Lois Bodin
LINDA ROY USY FUND
In memory of:
Mother-in-law, Bessie Lipsitz
Grandmother, Rochel Udoff
Brother, Norman
Brother-in-law, Harold Lipsitz
 Paul Smelkinson
Sister, Barbara Buchalter
 Sorale Fortman
Brother-in-law, Eric Ashley
 Alan Zehngut
Father, David Levin
 Judith Direnfeld

In honor of:
Sandy & Jim Rothschild new 

granddaughter, Ella
 Harriet Silverman & Paul 

Smelkinson
ZUCKERMAN PRESCHOOL 
PLAYGROUND FUND
In memory of:
Sister, Bernice Fingerman
 Enid Zuckerman
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BOARD PRESIDENT 
Dan Jurkowitz

VICE PRESIDENTS 
Katherine Leonard 
David Jeck

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Jonathan Green

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Stephanie Roberts

SYNAGOGUE LIFE 
COUNCIL CHAIR 
Jerry Barkan

TRUSTEES 
Joel Black 
Andrew Douglas 
Marty Johnston 
Marianne Langer 
Danielle Larcom 
Susan Levy 
Monica Rudner 
Barbara Selznick 
Evelyn Sigafus 
Steve Singer 
Tammy Strobel

LIFE TRUSTEES 
John Gellman 
Jane Kivel 
Steve Spitzer 
Charles Whitehill

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
Alice & Paul Baker 
Enid & Mel Zuckerman

PAST PRESIDENTS 
COUNCIL CHAIR 
Phil Bregman

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Dan Asia 
David Ben-Asher 
Richard Fink 
Madeline Friedman 
John Gellman 
Ron Gray 
Leonard Joffe 
Ronald Kolker 
Sandi Levkowitz 
Phillip Pepper 
Vicki Pepper 
David Polan 
Bobby Present 
Steven Shenitzer 
Steve Spitzer

WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
PRESIDENT 
Evelyn Sigafus

MEN’S CLUB 
PRESIDENT 
Eric Flank

Women's League Gift Shop
We carry a huge variety of Judaica and other gifts for friends and family, 

as well as books, candles,  Mah Jongg cards, decor, jewelry, tallitot and kippot, ritual objects and much more! 
Open Monday-Friday, 9am until 3pm.

Contact Marianne Langer at 349-3347 or marilang@comcast.net to set up a private shopping appointment. 


