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Fact:

We are commanded to make a difference ...

to be concerned about all peoples and the
world as a whole.

The following istaken from Emet Ve-Emunah: Statement of Principles of Conservative

Tucson, AZ 85711

Affiliated with N
The United Synagogue J(\{:

of Conservative Judaism &

Universalism and Particularism

From its earliest beginnings, Judaism has
sought to balanceuniversalisticand particul aristic
elements. Jews were naturally concerned with
Jewish needs and with the fate and the faith of the
Jewishpeople. Our cult andritual wereimportantin
our lives; our nation and its sovereignty were of
utmost significance; Jewish interests and needs

wereparamount.

At the sametime, we were enjoined never to turn our backs on the problems of
others. The Prophets fought vigorously against any attempt to limit Jewish faith to
the sacral or cultic domain. Whilenot denying the beauty and significance of Jewish
ritual, they also pointed to the world outside and to God’ s demand that we carry our
faithbeyondthe Templeandincorporateitinour relationshipswith our fellow human
beings. Our imperativewasclear: “ Justice, justice shall you pursue” (Deuteronomy
16:20). The Prophetsnever tired of call ing on ustoloosethebondsof theoppressed,
tofeed thehungry, clothethenaked, and shelter thehomel ess. They cried out against
those who crushed the poor into the dust; they urged justice and compassion for
widows and orphans, for foreigners and the impoverished (e.g., Amos 2:7; Isaiah
10:2). Their vision was that of the just and humane society intended by God as the
goal of creation.

While internal Jewish interests were the primary concern of the rabbis of the
Talmud, they did not liveinisolation, nor did they urge usto turn our backs on the
outside world. Involvement in thisworld as expressed in the prayer Aleinu reflects
concernfor all peopleand our impulse*to mend and improvetheworld under God’' s
Kingship.” In keeping with this approach, the sagesruled that we must give charity
to needy non-Jewsaswell asJews. The propheticideal of social justicefound ample
expression and concretization in the corpus of the Halakhah that sought to create a
society concerned with thewelfare of the homel ess, theimpoverished, and thealien.
Halakhah insisted that no human being had the right to ignore the spectacle of
injusticein order to engage exclusively in asearch for God. Similarly, the medieval
teachersandthelater Hasidicand M usar movements, whilestressing piety andritual,
never failed to urge usto behave honestly and compassionately towards our feUow
creatures.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE: BUILDING A BETTER WORLD

Conservative Judaism and Social Justice

TheConservativemovement hasalongandhonorable
history of concernfor social justicefor Jewsand non-Jews
alike. SabatoMorais, first president of the Jewish Theological
Seminary, jeopardized his own position as a rabbi in
Philadel phiawhen hepublicly preachedon’Y omKippur on
behalf of striking shirtmakers. In more recent times, Dr.
Abraham Joshua Heschel became the conscience of the
nation, recognized for his concern for the aged, children,
theill and hel pless, and aboveall for hispassionateespousal
of the cause of black Americansin their strugglefor civil
rights. Heschel denounced racisim as “an eye disease, a
cancer of the soul” and he and numerous Conservative
rabbisandlay peoplemarched arm- in-armwith Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. in demanding basic human rights.

Over theyears, the United Synagogue, the Rabbinical
Assembly, and the other arms of the Conservative
movement have issued significant statements on the need
todeal withtheinjusticesandtragediesof our times. These
social justice pronouncements have urged our nation to
work for nuclear disarmament, to eliminate poverty and
homelessness, to create a national health plan as well as
other measuresto aid theimpoverished. The Conservative
movement reaffirmsits commitment to social justice and
freedomfor menandwomen of all faithsand ethnicorigins.
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TheUnfinished Agenda

An ancient Midrash suggeststhat the world remained unfinished during the Six Days of
Creation sothat we, aspartnersof God, might completeit. Thereisanunfinished agendabefore
us: le-takken olam be-malkhut Shaddai, “to mend and improve the world under God's
Kingship.” It isappropriate that Jews pay attention to internal issues of Jewish survival and
continuity. Nevertheless, it is of the highest importance that both as a movement and as
individual swetakeactiontofulfill thecall of our traditionto advancethecauseof justice, free-
dom and peace. Even aswe speak out for Jewswho are oppressed or persecuted inthe Soviet
Union, Arab lands, Ethiopia, and el sewhere, so must we speak out on the dangers of nuclear
annihilation, racism, hunger and poverty throughout the world, as well asthe threats to our
environment. We must work together with our fellow citizens of all faiths and take political
action if necessary to achieve these goals. We must remember that we are descendants of
Abraham who demanded justicefrom God Himself on behalf of pagan sinners, and of Moses
who turned hisback on the luxury of the Egyptian court to serve his people. We must never
forget that we were once strangers in the land of Egypt, and it behooves us to direct our
energiesto alleviating distress and hel ping set free those who do not yet know the blessings
of liberty.

Inaddressing theseissues, therearelegitimatedifferencesof opinionand approach. Some
arewillingtocompromiseintheinterestsof peace. Othersareuncompromisingintheir demand
for justice. Each approach requiresboth accommodation and cooperationin order to achieve
its goals.

Above all, we must not succumb to apathy, cynicism or defeatism. By our active
commitment totheideal sof justicefoundinbiblical and rabbiniclaw andlore, weshall fulfill
our obligation to be shutafo shel ha-Kadosh Bar ukh Hu be-maaseber eshit, partnerswith God
in the creation of amore perfect world.
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