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one way to believe in God.

ISRAEL

Fact;

We believe in God ... we also acknowledge
that each of us approaches God in our own
individual manner.

The following istaken from Emet Ve-Emunah: Statement of Principles of Conservative
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Although one cannot penetrate Jewish experience and
consciousness without thinking of and speaking of Him, God is
also a source of great perplexities and confusions. Doubts and
uncertaintiesabout God areinevitable; indeed, they aroseevenin
the hearts and minds of biblical heroes such as Abraham, Moses
and Job, the biblical prophets and Wisdom teachers, among the
greatest masters of rabbinic midrash, and in the writings of
renowned Jewish thinkers and poets to the present day. One can
live fully and authentically as a Jew without having a single
satisfactory answer to such doubts; one cannot, however, live a
thoughtful Jewish life without having asked the questions.
Does God exist?If so, what sort of being is God? Does God have
aplan for the universe? Does God care about me? Does He hear
prayer? Does God allow the suffering of theinnocent? Every one
of these questions, and many others, have been the subject of
discussion and debate among theol ogians and laypersons alike
for centuries. Thebiblical book of Job agonizesover each of these,
concluding that God and Hisways cannot be comprehended fully
by human beings. The Jewish tradition continually hastaught that
we must live with faith even when we have no conclusive
demonstrations.
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GOD

Webelievein God. I ndeed, Judai sm cannot be detached from belief in, or beliefsabout God.
Residingalwaysat thevery heart of our self-understanding asapeopl e, and of all Jewishliterature
and culture, God permeatesour language, our law, our conscience, and our lore. Fromtheopening
wordsof Genesis, our Torah and tradition assert that God isOne, that Heisthe Creator, and that
His Providence extends through human history. Consciousness of God also pervades Jewish
creativity and achievements: the sublimemaoral teachingsof the prophets, thecompassionatelaw
of theRabbis, thespiritual longingsof our liturgists, and thelogical analysesof our philosophers
all reflect a sense of awe, adesire to experience God in our lives and to do Hiswill. God isthe
principal figureinthe story of the Jews and Judaism.

ConservativeJudaismaffirmsthecritical importanceof belief
in God, but does not specify all the particulars of that belief.
Certainly, belief inatrinitarian God, orinacapricious, amoral God
can never be consistent with Jewish tradition and history. Valid
differencesin perspective, however, do exist.

For many of us, belief in God means faith that a supreme,
supernatural being exists and has the power to command and
control theworldthroughHiswill. SinceGodisnot likeobjectsthat
we can readily perceive, this view relies on indirect evidence.
Groundsfor belief in God are many. They include: the testimony
of Scripture, the fact that there is something rather than nothing,
thevastnessand orderlinessof theuniverse, the senseof command
that we feel in the face of moral imperatives, the experience of
miraculous historical events, and the existence of phenomena
which seem to go beyond physical matter, such as human
consciousness and creativity. All of these perceptions are
encounters that point beyond us. They reinforce one another to
produce an experience of, and thusabelief in, aGod who, though
unperceivable, exists in the usual sense of the word. Thisis the
conception of God that emergesfrom astrai ghtforward reading of
theBible.
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Myth: Fact:

Conservative Judaism We believe in God ... we also acknowledge

teaches that there is only that each of us approaches God in our own
one way to believe in God. individual manner.
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Someview thereality of God differently. For them, the existence of Godisnot a“fact” that
can be checked against the evidence. Rather, God' s presenceisthe starting point for our entire
view of theworld and our placeinit. Whereis such aGod to be found and experienced? Heis
not abeingtowhomwecan point. Heis, instead, present whenwel ook for meaningintheworld,
whenwework for morality, for justice, andfor futureredemption. A description of God’ snature
isnot thelast line of alogical demonstration; it emerges out of our shared traditionsand stories
asacommunity. Godis, inthisview aswell, apresence and a power that transcends us, but His
natureisnot completely independent of our beliefsand experiences. Thisisaconception of God
that is closer to the God of many Jewish philosophers and mystics.

Thetwoviewsbroadly characterized herehavedeeprootsintheBibleandintherest of Jewish
tradition. They arebothwell represented in Conservative Jewish thought, and coexist to thisday
in our movement. They, in fact, have much in common. In particular, they both insist that the
language and conceptstraditionally used to speak of God arevalid and critical parts of our way
of life. Although proponentsof both viewsusemetaphorsto speak of God, weall affirmthe power
of traditional terms (such as the kingship and fatherhood of God) to influence our livesin very
positive ways. Our liturgy and our study of classical texts reflect that ackrlowledgment of the
power of Godinour lives.

That there are many questions about God which are not fully answered does not mean that
our beliefs on these issues do not matter. On the contrary, they can change the world, for what
anindividual believesabout Godwill both shapeand reflect hisor her deepest commitmentsabout
life. A belief intheunity of God, for example, createsand reinforcesabelief intheunity of humanity
and acommitment to standards of justiceand ethics. Similarly, apeoplewhich believesinaGod
who “adopts orphans and defends widows” and commands us to do likewise, will construct a
society vastly different from that of acommunity which glorifies only the autonomy of human
beings.

God’ selusive nature has always given us many optionsin deciding how we shall conceive
of Himand how that will affect our lives. The human condition beingwhat it is, some choicesin
these mattersmust inevitably be made. In our ownfragileworld, thetenaciousbelief in God that
hascharacterized our history since Abraham and Sarah standsasinstructionand inspiration, and
continuesto call usto pattern our lives after the God in whom we believe.
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